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Upcoming Events: Regular chapter meetings are
held second Tuesdays of the month, 7 PM; Endwell
Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell on the
following dates:

e September 8. Chapter meeting. Joint meeting
with FFI. Our speaker will be Joe Akoury, a
trout guide and TU member who leads trips in
NE PA and here in Southern NY.

e October 13. Chapter meeting. Our speaker will
be Susquehanna River musky guide Joe Onofrio.
Joe will be showing us musky fishing tactics as
well as musky natural history in the river.

e November 10. Chapter meeting. Speaker TBD.

e December 8. Chapter meeting—Christmas social

Message from President Bob Mead

As the summer doldrums take us
through July and August, most of
our trout journeys must get
postponed while we wait for
cooler water. Except for blue line
spring fed creeks and tributaries,
or upper tailwater streams, many
trout are forced into

survival mode. Just last week, main stem
temperatures hit 75 degrees for four days in a row
but somehow, someway, wild native Delaware trout
have evolved to know how to survive.

On the West Branch, thermal releases out of
Cannonsville will continue until the thermal bank is
exhausted. This season, the daily sulfur hatch has
been as good as it gets. Sometimes there are so
many bugs on the water that fishing can be very
difficult. You know there is a lot of added fishing
pressure when you watch a trout rise to your fly,
follow the fly downstream, and then the trout turns
and rejects it. | have been "saved" many times in
these tough conditions with my "go to" sulfur
pattern called the usual (or unusual, if you

prefer). Tied in a variety of colors (don't forget

pumpkin), in size 16 or 18, this fly usually (no pun
intended) does the trick.

I'm happy to report we just finished one of our most
successful TU Youth Camps in many years. After
moving to the Girl Scout venue, Camp Amahami,
for the first time ever, we enjoyed a much newer
facility that fully supported all the specific needs of
our camp. One huge bonus was access to the lake
waterfront for swimming, boating, kayaking, and
fishing. Almost every camper landed big bass and
ginormous panfish on their fly rods, perfectly
complimenting their nightly trout fishing with their
‘fishing buddies' on the West Branch. This year, we
had a full roster of 16 campers with just one girl
(leaving 3 youth on the waiting list). Not
surprisingly, our female flyfisher out fished all the
boys and landed a gorgeous 21.5" brown one
evening with her assigned "fishing buddy."

After 17 years of camp participation, and most
recently as the outgoing camp director, I'm pleased
to formally hand over the reins to Bob

Lindquist. Bob has recruited several new volunteer
staff members, who really stepped up and brought a
new level of talent and enthusiasm to our camp. |
would like to personally thank each presenter and
participant, and especially our fishing buddies, who
all volunteered their time during the week. Spending
the week with this group of kids is so rewarding, not
only for the future of fly fishing, but also to know
there are some very worthy members of our younger
generation, who will become the future stewards of
our planet.

Bob Mead

Videofishing — A New Way to Catch Fish (from
Allen Peterson)

After being wowed by some really cool underwater
GoPro trout video from members Kurt Rezucha and
Wayne Teeter; | decided to get in on the action
myself. 1 had so much fun learning how to
videofish that I thought I’d share some tips on
getting started and share some of my results. So this
year | resolved to put away my fly rod and spinning
gear and fish with a GoPro. Some of my
videofishing was just for fun and some was for
Owego Creek trout inventory. So without further
delay:

e | got a GoPro Hero 13 Black that mounts on

a 3 meter carbon fiber pole.



The GoPro is quite small but takes
extremely high quality video with audio.....
If you ever wondered if the fish can hear
you talk, the answer is yes. Fortunately, the
stream is usually way louder than you.

A stealthy approach is important and if you
move the GoPro real slow, you tend to not
spook the fish. They seem to regard it as
just another branch waving about. Moving
the GoPro with the current mimics natural
movement but swinging that pole upstream
against the current gets their attention in a
hurry!

One thing I noticed right away was how
visually chaotic a trout stream is. In
addition to the turbulent flow of air bubbles,
there is a steady stream of twigs, leaves,
bark and bugs.

It’s easiest if you see the fish and film them
when you can see them. But blind, very
slow sweeps where you think they may be
hiding can be surprisingly effective.

The video captures fine details of trout
behavior such as how they watch things
floating by, how they react to each other and
how they select and use cover.

Catching a trout on video is as fun as
catching one on a hook. If you haven’t seen
some of the clips I’ve put up on our
Facebook site, here’s a couple links:
https://www.facebook.com/reel/22097481
83114862
https://www.facebook.com/reel/14434220

14146807

Geting ready.. .
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Got you too!
Owego Creek Update: We continue planning for
our two habitat projects and one is already
underway. The first one is the Christmas tree
revetment project at Spring Brook in Newark
Valley. This is a spring fed spawning/nursery
tributary for brook and brown trout. We have
already moved the trees from the Waterman
Conservation Center to the job site. After the DEC
permit is received and the job details are designed,
we will have a work day to stake the trees in the
edge of the stream to narrow the over-wide channel
and provide cover. We’ll let you all know when that
day is scheduled. Many thanks to John Wazenski
for taking the lead on making this project happen.

John Wazenski clarlng theitSprlng Brook.


https://www.facebook.com/reel/2209748183114862
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2209748183114862
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1443422014146807
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1443422014146807

The second project is the Strategic Woody Addition
project with DEC on Hubby Creek. DEC is
currently planning out the exact details of this work
on the Turkey Hill State Forest. When they are
ready we will have a joint work day to drop trees
and limbs into the channel to recreate the primeval
forest conditions when fallen timber in the channel
created pools and cover for the native wild brookies.
As with Spring Brook, we’ll let you know when the
work day is scheduled.

We can always use help with these activities, so if
you want to jump in, contact Allen Peterson at
allenpeterson54@gmail.com.

DEC Study of Winter Catch and Release Season
on Inland Streams Finds no Adverse Effects.

In 2021 DEC created a statewide catch and release
(artificial lures only) season (Oct 16 - March 31) for
trout in inland trout streams. Angler concerns
regarding the potential impact of fishing on wild
trout populations during the spawning season
prompted a study to evaluate the new regulation.
Angling pressure and young of year (YOY) trout
abundance was estimated on a sample of 19 wild
trout streams across New York State from 2021
through 2024 to determine if the catch and release
season impaired reproductive success. Angling
pressure was generally low and no decline in YOY
trout abundance was found in the sample streams.
For the two stream reaches with highest angling
pressure during the study (Muscoot River and the
West Branch of the Delaware River), YOY trout
abundance was analyzed individually and additional
historical data from comparable reaches was
included to test for any change associated with the
new regulation. No significant change in abundance
was detected. The results of this study reveal that the
new regulation is not a detriment to wild trout
reproduction. The full study can be found at the
DEC website here:
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
02/troutcatchreleasestudyreport.pdf

DEC Releases 2025 Delaware River Fisheries
Report Card: The DEC recently released its 2025
report card on the Delaware River Fisheries in
conjunction with the PA DEP. The full report can
be seen here: dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/deltailwaersreportcard.pdf, but it has two main
parts. The first is the results of the annual

electrofishing sampling throughout the system.
These data are pretty interesting and look like this:

Delaware River Tailwaters Joint Trout Management Plan
Report Card
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Excerpt of the electrofishing sample data.

The second part reviews the angler QR code survey
that was started in April of 2025. Signage soliciting
a QR code accessible angler survey was posted
throughout the trout management reaches of the
tailwaters. The survey is geared toward collecting
angling effort levels and catch information. From
the initiation of the survey through October 15, 2025
a total of 279 completed surveys were received, of
which there 162 trips with one or more trout were
caught. Despite these efforts, participation was low.
The survey will continue indefinitely, and additional
efforts will be made to encourage participation. This
effort is similar to the Adirondack Trek For Trout
Signs and give DEC important data on the fishery
and on us anglers and our success (or lack thereof).
Please consider reporting your results when you see
these signs.
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QR Code Signage that was placed at access sites



Maryland DNR Begins Brook Trout
Reitroductions: Once widespread in Maryland,
brook trout have been eliminated from about 62% of
their historic range. Coldwater habitats healthy
enough for their reintroduction are increasingly rare.
With the support of $477,900 in grant funds from
the Chesapeake Watershed Investment for
Landscape Defense (Chesapeake WILD) program,
Maryland set out to identify and repopulate streams
that have suitable conditions for brook trout survival
but no recent records of their presence.

The method DNR biologists are using for the first
phase of this effort is translocation—identifying
healthy source populations, capturing adult fish, and
moving them to other streams with the hope they
will acclimate and spawn.

Because brook trout populations in this region have
been isolated from one another for centuries by
distance and both natural and man-made barriers,
natural recolonization of unoccupied habitat is not
possible in most cases. For this reason, biologists
carefully match source populations with
translocation sites with similar features to ensure
local adaptations continue to support the fish’s
chance of successful reproduction.
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(ryland DNR photo)

The diligent selection appears to have paid off in the
first year of this reintroduction effort. In 2024, 300
brook trout were moved to three unoccupied
streams, and electrofishing surveys on those streams
in summer 2025 found newly hatched, or young of
year, brook trout—a clear sign that natural
reproduction had occurred.

In late 2025, DNR biologists repeated the process to
augment the populations in those same streams with
150 new spawning-age fish. The repopulated
streams will be surveyed again this summer for
signs of successful reproduction. The hope is that
young of year brook trout that result from the
translocations will grow to adulthood and reproduce
in these streams to establish self-sustaining
populations.

Trout Unlimited and Vermont Fish and Wildlife
— 13 years of Strategic Wood Additions Yield Big
Results: Over the past 13 years, Vermont Fish &
Wildlife has worked together with Trout Unlimited
to implement strategic wood addition on 68 miles of
northeastern Vermont headwater streams. According
to the department’s conservative estimates, those
“fairly low-cost” efforts have increased the number
of brook trout in that area by 83,000. The “calendar-
picture streams” people are used to are “wide, flat
and shallow” from a fish’s perspective, said Erin
Rodgers, the Vermont and Massachusetts program
manager for Trout Unlimited. They lack places to
hide from predators, don’t have much draw for the
insects fish eat and easily heat up during summer —
“death for coldwater fish that can’t tolerate
prolonged heat. Putting large wood back into a
stream changes all that,” Rodgers says. The wood
pile is designed to collect sticks and leaves that
insects — which fish eat — can feed on, she said.
The structure causes water to flow at different
speeds, allowing sediment to gather in slow-moving
areas while faster-moving water creates deeper
channels. This “creates diverse in-stream habitat for
lots of different species, creates protected spaces so
adult fish can hide from predators, and the pool
formations (make) deeper coldwater refuge,”

Locking one in place in Vermont.



Member Photo Gallery

John Swider with his excuse for missing the May
board meeting!

Alex Reitcheck with his first Delaware trout. 1’d be Quite the sunny from TU Camp.
smiling too!



