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Upcoming Events: Regular chapter meetings are
held second Tuesdays of the month, 7 PM; Endwell
Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell on the
following dates:

e May 9. Delaware River Cleanup with the
Chenango Valley Chapter at the Fireman’s Field
Park in Deposit. Meet at 9 am.

e May 2. Youth Fishing Day at Chenango Valley
State Park.

e May 12. Chapter meeting, CANCELLED. We
are doing Delaware cleanup, Youth Fishing Day
and the Chapter barbecue instead.

e June 13. Chapter barbecue at Bob Mead’s
Delaware River retreat.

e September 8. Chapter meeting

e October 13. Chapter meeting

e November 10. Chapter meeting

e December 8. Chapter meeting—Christmas social

Message from President Bob Mead

After what seemed like an unusually
long and cold winter, we were all
excited by several early April days in
the 80 degrees to jump start our early
season trout fishing. Be careful what

: you wish for, according to my outside
thermometer, last night, the temperature was 18 degrees
F. After water temperatures last week on the Delaware
rose to 60 degrees, today they have fallen back to 43
degrees. | guess we will just have to wait an extra week
or so for the Hendrickson’s to appear.

I’d like to thank everyone, particularly the Board of
Directors, who made this year’s Cabin Fever event such a
success. We had a small drop in overall attendance but
attribute most of the reduction to a change of date and
some questionable weather the morning of the show. Next
year, we have bigger and better plans by returning to our
March 27~ date, attracting top quality speakers in a
classroom setting, providing indoor fly-casting demos and

contests, and a larger exhibit floor to attract more
vendors. Word of the show is already getting out, as West
Branch Angler and Cortland Line have already committed
to be exhibitors next year!

This year’s NYS TU Youth Camp (6/28 — 7/3) is shaping
up to be one of the best. We only have 3 or 4 remaining
openings for new campers and are excited to relocate to
our new venue, Camp Amahami in Deposit. Please don’t
forget to sign up to assist the staff by being a “fishing
buddy” (Monday — Thursday evenings, 5:45 PM — 8:45
PM), and help a camper, one-on-one, interpret the evening
hatch. Limited overnight accommodations
(complimentary) are available at the Dream Catcher on the
West Branch.

Finally, just a reminder of the Chapter’s events: On
Saturday, May 9, in conjunction with Chenango Valley
TU, we are holding our annual West Branch cleanup at the
Fireman’s Park in Deposit, starting at 9:00 AM. Donuts
and coffee are provided by Chenango Valley TU. We
reconvene back at Fireman’s Park by noon so everyone
can get out to do some trout fishing that afternoon. On
Saturday, May 2+, we will co-sponsor with Friends of
Chenango Valley State Park, the annual Kids’ Fishing
Day, 10:00 AM — noon. This event is open to the public,
free of charge, and includes door prizes, drawings, and hot
dogs & hamburgers for lunch. We need four members to
assist with fly-tying and fly-casting. The grand prize,
provided by our Chapter, is a Reddington fly-fishing outfit
with rod, reel, and line, valued at $200. Lastly, the
Chapter family BBQ and fishing day on the Big D will be
held on June 13+. This event will be hosted on the main
stem of the Delaware at Bob Mead’s river front home near
Deposit, 2:00 PM until dark. Great food and fishing tales
to be expected. Everyone is invited but you must sign up
to attend. Details to follow.

Tight lines,
Bol Mead

Upcoming Chapter Events — Family Focus: As
Bob described above, we have a busy event calendar
coming up. We’ve decided to focus on making
these three events (Cleanup, Kid’s Fishing and
BBQ) chapter family-friendly events. So if you’ve
never had your kids or grandkids to a fun chapter
event where everyone can participate, here’s a good
opportunity to get involved. All three events will
have fishing, fun and food provided. Chenango
Valley Park stocks the lake with trout the day before
Kids Fishing Day, so the action for the kids should
be really good. At the Chapter BBQ, there will be
canoeing, kayaking and swimming available.
Fishing too, but those trout will be a little smarter.
We’d love to see you and the kids, so come on out!



Ashokan—Pepacton TU ldentifies Genetically
Unique Esopus Watershed Catskill Brook Trout:
Our thanks to our friends in the A-P Chapter for
sharing the fascinating results of their Catskill brook
trout genetics study! In recent years the original
range of brook trout has been threatened by
competition from other fish species, climate change,
and habitat degradation. Yet a wild, heritage strain
remains a timeless link to the state’s original

fauna. As such, the Ashokan-Pepacton Watershed
Chapter has undertaken studies within the Esopus
Creek watershed to document the existence of
Catskill heritage brook trout. One study goal was to
document their existence so that efforts affording
their continued survival could be instituted. These
studies were done with partnerships involving the
Ashokan Watershed Stream Management Program
(AWSMP), plus in one case, the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS
DEC) Region 3 Fisheries as part of their Eastern
Brook Trout Joint Venture surveys.

A typicl Esopus headwater brookie.

In each study, a permit to collect wildlife was
obtained from NYS DEC so that fin-clip samples
could be taken from trout captured. The DNA of the
samples was then analyzed by Spencer A. Bruce,
Ph.D. State University of New York at Albany. Dr.
Bruce is a Postdoctoral Research Associate and
noted for his work in analyzing the genetics of New
York state brook trout.

From June 2019 through November 2024, four
studies were conducted and fin clippings were taken
by chapter members who fly fished the stream and
caught the trout on a fly, assisted in later outings by
personnel and electrofishing equipment from the
NYS DEC. Four studies have been conducted so far
in four different streams — Oxclove Brook,
Rochester Hollow, South Hollow Brook and Warner
Creek. To date, three of the four sets of samples
have been analyzed and the DNA results have

confirmed (with 95% confidence) multiple unique
Brook Trout lineages.

The results of these DNA analyses demonstrated
several things; 1) that the Brook Trout populations
sampled do not exhibit signs genetic mixing
between the sampled stretches, suggesting that
landscape features within this watershed may be
isolating the population from other distinct strains
and/or stocked fish, 2) That the brook trout
population is genetically unique compared to other
native New York strains, although it is more closely
related to nearby native strains rather than fish from
other geographically distinct regions, and 3) that the
brook trout exhibit no signs of mixing with stocked
strains despite historical stocking in the wider
region. This leads to the conclusion that the brook
trout population is composed of native fish likely
uniquely suited to their regional habitat and should
therefore should be considered for the same level of
protection as other ‘heritage’ strain Brook Trout
present in the Northeastern United States, in order to
ensure their future viability and protect their novel
genetic constitution.

Not only are these results fascinating in their own
right, they also give us important insights and
guidance for a possible similar study of brook trout
genetic studies in our own Owego Creek program.
Thank you A-P chapter for a great job!

Al Data Centers... Yet another issue: On the not-
so-good news front, we learned at TU’s Northeast
Regional Rendezvous this month in Roscoe about
the looming threat of Al (Artificial Intelligence) data
centers to trout as well as to all other aspects of a
healthy environment.

The emergence of Al has driven a phenominal boom
in the construction of computer data centers. These
centers use extremely high amounts of electricity to
power the massive computer arrays and then require
large volumes of water to cool them down. Think of
full scale power plants, only they suck electricity in,
instead of pushing it out. Right now, data centers
consume ~4% of the nation’s electricity and the
projected growth by 2030 will push that to ~10%.
This will be enough to reverse a 20-year trend of
stabilized national CO2 emissions and put us back
on a steep upward climb. Then there are the
regional impacts from increased electric



transmission line needs as well as water withdrawals
and thermal water discharge impacts on site.

Needless to say, this has attracted a lot of attention
from many directions, including TU, which has
formed a working group to guide our response to
this issue. Of immediate concern is the massive data
center going in right now in Syracuse, being
monitored by the members of the Iroquois TU
chapter. Stay tuned.

Owego Creek 26 is Off and Running: Our
Owego Creek program is underway for its third year
of activities.... and there are a lot of them! Here
they are:

Project 1: Christmas Tree Revetment at Spring
Brook — Newark Valley
e Goal is to improve spawning and nursery
habitat
e Reach is cold and deep but has silted
streambed and no cover at all
e 100 recycled Christmas Trees are collected
at Waterman Center
e We need to move them to project site by
mid-summer
e TU staff will make and approve detailed
design and secure permit
e We will install and stake in place by mid-
September
e Watch email, FB and website for updates
e Volunteer helpers needed

Project 2: Coarse Woody Addition on Owego
tributary in Turkey Hill State Forest (Richford)
e Goal is to improve adult, spawning and
nursery habitat by creation of pools and
cover
e Reach is known year around adult and
spawning habitat but lacks pools and woody
cover
e DEC Lands and Forest and Fisheries are
involved in planning and execution
e Volunteers needed to move logs and tops
into the channel to create step pools and
cover
e Planis to do by late September
e Watch email, FB and website for updates

Habitat Assessments
e Finishing up State Forest Initiative
(Shindagin Hollow and Danby State Forests)

e Conducting reintroduction candidate stream
habitat, angling and water quality assessment

e Finishing up spawning tributary survey

e Begin selected beaver pond thermal
assessments

Other Ongoing Efforts

e HOBO temperature monitoring will be
repeated at new locations

e Candor dam fish passage options will be
assessed with hydraulic engineer

e DEC/TU electrofishing will be conducted on
upper east branch above Richford

e Outreach efforts will continue (NV
Summerfest?)

We can always use help with these activities, so if
you want to jump in, contact Allen Peterson at
allenpeterson54@gmail .com

National Conservation Agenda Review: TU’s
National Leadership Council (NLC) is a grassroots
advisory board made up of chapter members from
around the country. Its role is to provide guidance
to the national TU organization and staff. Every two
years, the NLC works with its members to update its
National Conservation Agenda. That update is
happening now. Chapter leaders are working with
TU State Council to develop a list of local NY trout
conservation priorities that have national relevance
(e.q., floods/droughts, commercial development,
funding gaps). Our New York priorities will be
worked into a single set of national priorities that
will be forwarded on to the TU board of directors to
provide guidance to the national organization.
Although it’s a rather dry exercise, it is important.
So if you have any thoughts on the matter, please
feel free to contact your State Council representative
Allen Peterson. Results will be posted by the end of
the summer.



From the Chenango Valley TU Chapter -

Rainbow Trout Egg Collection at the Cayuga New York State TU Trout Waters
Inlet Fishway: Under an early burst of warm Youth Camp 2026

March sun, DEC Region 7 Fisheries and Bath Fish -

Hatchery staff conducted an egg take at the Cayuga For Girls and Boys 14-17

Inlet Fishway in Ithaca for the Finger Lakes strain of
rainbow trout. At the Fishway, the trout navigate a
28-step fish ladder before entering a holding pool.
Staff then sort fish by sex, check them for sea
lamprey wounds, and then move them into holding
tanks. From there, the team gives the fish a mild
anesthetic bath and rinses them before collecting
eggs from the females and fertilizing them with milt
from the males. Staff mix the fertilized eggs with
water and a vitamin bath and then place them in ik it
coolers to take them to the hatchery. Deposit, NY

On this day, hatchery staff collected eggs from
around 30 females. They expect to collect eggs from

Sunday, June 28 thru Friday, July 3, 2026

-

-

-

Lessons on fly tying, casting, fly fishing, entomology,
ecology and conservation.

One-on-one lessons on the water of the Delaware River

-

a total of 60 females throughout the spring. The syshor
Fishway, built in 1965, is used for rainbow trout egg
takes in the spring and landlocked Atlantic salmon
passage in the fall. After the egg collection, staff
return the trout safely to the Cayuga Inlet where they
continue their upstream journey.

All equipment, lodging and meals provided.
Fully insured by Trout Unlimited
Cost $850.00 For more information contact:

Bob Mead: ramead@gmail.com, 607-727-9500 or Bob
Lindquist: JCnfli harter.net, 631-790-5326
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Youth Camp Update: Chapter President Bob
Mead reports that there is a big change at the TU
Youth Camp for this year.... A new and improved
location. Trout Camp will now be held at Camp
Amahami, a Girl Scouts of America property in
Deposit, NY. It’s only a short distance from the old
location, but has more extensive facilities and water
access. There are still some spots available for
campers, so spread the word!



Member Photo Gallery

Owego volunteer Eric Monsen sends this April 2026
reminder of why it’s important to release brookies... they
get BIGGER!
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Some Owego brookies from Allen Peterson rainbow out of the Boise River in Boise ID.




