
 
 

Hap-Hazzard News 

October 2025 
 

Upcoming Events:  Regular chapter meetings are 

held second Tuesdays of the month, 7 PM; Endwell 

Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell on 

the following dates: 

 November 11.  

 December sometime.  Christmas get-together.  

Details TBD. 

 January 13.  

 February 10.  

 March 10.  

 April 14.  

 

Chapter Officers Elected:  At our October 

meeting, we elected our new slate of officers for 

2025-26.  They are as follows: 

 President Bob Mead 

 Vice President Allen Peterson 

 Secretary Dave Nugent 

 Treasurer Tom Miller 

These four officers also serve on our Board of 

Directors along with Frank Andros, Bernie Bliznik, 

John Swider and Ed Meyer.  Our thanks to these 

guys for serving. 

 

Message from President Bob Mead 

Our early fall season was a 

spectacular extension of Indian 

summer but unfortunately 

without a drop of rain. Most of 

our local streams were so low 

that going fishing was ill 

advised. But now, with cooler 

temperatures and the season 

quickly coming to a close, take 

advantage of any remaining good fishing days to 

get out on the water before the first snow flies.  

     As your new incoming president, I would like to 

thank the board of directors and members for their 

vote of confidence in me to guide the Al Hazzard 

“drift boat” over the next two years. I would also 

like to recognize the outstanding job John Swider 

did to keep our chapter moving forward the last two 

years. We still have some challenges facing our 

chapter. As our membership ages, we need to focus 

on bringing in new blood to continue the great 

work of TU. Specifically, we need to attract youth, 

college kids, and women, to ensure the long-term 

vitality of our chapter.  

     There are several committees I would like to 

establish to help the chapter focus on these 

important objectives. I would like to start with just 

two committees, Membership and Cabin Fever 

Reliever. The success of these efforts will be 

dependent on ALL of our members becoming more 

active. We all need to step up and provide a little 

relief to the 5 or 6 board members who led our 

chapter through some very tough years, while the 

chapter was on life support during COVID. I think 

we all need to think outside our comfort zone and 

call a friend or youth who is into trout fishing, but 

not yet a member. When they show up to a 

meeting, we all have to make them feel right at 

home. 

     Finally, it’s not too early to start gathering all 

the fishing equipment stored way in basements and 

garages to sell or donate at the upcoming Cabin 

Fever Reliever event scheduled for March 28th, 

2026. Thank you for your continued support and 

please feel free to contact me about any TU 

Chapter issues that concern you. 

Bob Mead 
 
Statewide Trout Unlimited Zoom Meeting 

November 1 from 9 to Noon 

Do you want to learn a bit about what's going on 

with trout statewide?  Here's your chance!  The NY 

State Council of TU is holding its mid-year Zoom 

meeting for all TU members.  The meeting agenda 

is under development, but will include topics from 

both TU and DEC about trout and salmon 

management in NY.  These meetings are always 

interesting, informative and interactive.  So if you 

want a look at the bigger picture, the invitation is 

below.  We hope to see you there! 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83841992862?pwd=1d7

fbkL0s3JnkutgsaVMeqmHaLsYZ3.1 

 

Meeting ID: 838 4199 2862  Passcode: 608614 

Join instructions 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83841992862/in

vitations?signature=KY8TlOjsNbwiXEQdR9p4i0f

QlEmAFaU_QfGRG6iPiso 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83841992862?pwd=1d7fbkL0s3JnkutgsaVMeqmHaLsYZ3.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83841992862?pwd=1d7fbkL0s3JnkutgsaVMeqmHaLsYZ3.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83841992862/invitations?signature=KY8TlOjsNbwiXEQdR9p4i0fQlEmAFaU_QfGRG6iPiso
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83841992862/invitations?signature=KY8TlOjsNbwiXEQdR9p4i0fQlEmAFaU_QfGRG6iPiso
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83841992862/invitations?signature=KY8TlOjsNbwiXEQdR9p4i0fQlEmAFaU_QfGRG6iPiso


Michael Lenetsky 

 

 

We received some very sad news from the Ithaca 

area recently when we learned of the sudden 

passing of Michael Lenetsky, the longtime 

President of the Leon Chandler TU chapter. 

     Mike was a larger-than-life personality, and 

he had a passion, intensity and drive for fishing, 

and especially for engaging youth into the sport. 

He was a mentor to many people in his various 

circles.  He had many dear friends in and around 

the Leon Chandler Chapter and the Ithaca area 

and his sudden passing is deeply felt by many.  

Please keep his friends and family in your 

prayers.  

From our friends at the Chenango Valley 

Chapter:  DEC Region 7 reports that they have 

begun the Geneganstlet habitat structure 

replacement project. Below, Tad from NYSDEC 

Forestry, Sherburne reviews the plans developed by 

NYSTU, NYSDEC, and US Forestry. He has 

started removing rebars that were part of the 

original DEC structures. The reach where this 

project is located is primarily a native Brook Trout 

stream.  Congratulations to the guys at Chenango 

Valley for getting this project planned, funded and 

underway! 

 

      

 
The old failing structure to be replaced. 

 

Owego Creek Temperature Loggers Pulled 

In October, TU’s Kyle Glenn and Chapter member 

Allen Peterson pulled all the temperature loggers 

from the Owego Creek watershed.  Kyle will take 

them back to the office and download the data over 

the winter and next spring we will put them back 

out in different areas to build a complete thermal 

map of the watershed.  But the day wasn’t all 

work… 

 

     
Kyle Glenn with a nice Owego Creek brookie. 

 



Lower Salmon River Fishing Closed due to 

Drought 

This summer, below-average rainfall led to low 

water levels in the Salmon River Reservoir. The 

Executive Committee of the Salmon River Flow 

Management Team, comprised of natural resource 

agencies and Brookfield Renewable hydroelectric 

facility that regulates reservoir water levels, 

canceled scheduled whitewater releases and 

delayed the annual increase in base flow to 

conserve reservoir water and maintain suitable 

flows throughout the salmon spawning run. Under 

a federal license, Salmon River seasonal base flows 

are normally increased from 185 cubic feet/second 

(cfs) to 335 cfs on Sept. 1, as long as water levels 

in the Salmon River Reservoir are above a critical 

threshold. Levels are currently well below that 

threshold with no significant rain forecast, 

prompting DEC to recommend a delay in the 

scheduled base flow increase.  

     DEC’s recommendation is based on abnormally 

high water temperatures coupled with low water 

flows in Salmon River tributaries, including 

Beaverdam Brook where migrating Chinook 

salmon access DEC’s Salmon River Fish Hatchery 

for egg collection that support the State’s 

successful stocking program. Increasing base flows 

prematurely would likely cause Chinook salmon 

staging in Lake Ontario to begin their spawning 

migration into the Salmon River, which could 

strand and/or kill fish if water temperatures remain 

high. These fish will have difficulty reaching the 

DEC’s hatchery until rainfall sufficiently raises 

Beaverdam Brook water levels. 

   To increase the probability that sufficient 

numbers of salmon reach the hatchery to sustain the 

salmon stocking program, the popular lower fly 

fishing section, located just below the hatchery and 

typically where large numbers of salmon and 

anglers congregate, did not open on Sept. 15. This 

section will remain closed until DEC collects 

sufficient numbers of salmon eggs at the hatchery, 

or at least through October 31.  

 

From the Friends of the Upper Delaware River: 

Thanks to our flood mitigation partners - with 

funding from the Delaware River Conservation 

Fund, Trout Unlimited, the Town of Hancock, US 

Fish & Wildlife Service and NYS DEC installed a 

new, flood resilient structure reconnecting over 1 

mile of Fish Creek. Check out these before and 

after photos! 

 

 
Fish Creek before. 

 

 
Fish Creek after. 

 

NY Council Youth Education Update:   Youth 

Education VP Lindsay Agness reports various 

items from around the State: 

 Total NY TU Youth members = 132 members 

in New York State (Al Hazzard = 2)  

 TU Costa 5 Rivers College Clubs: We currently 

have 8 active colleges clubs for 2024/2025 

school year.  They are: SUNY Cobleskill 

(Clearwater), St Lawrence University (Lake 

Champlain), SUNY ESF (Iroquois), University 

of Buffalo (Western NY), Paul Smith College 

(Lake Champlain), Cornell University (Leon 

Chandler), Hobart and William Smith (Finger 

Lakes).  We have 2 new colleges interested in 

starting up a 5 River Club – Herkimer County 

Community College (Mohawk Valley), 

DYouville College (Western NY) 

 Thank you to Bob Mead, Bob Linquist & Mike 

& Kim Walchko for their time and dedication 

to the NY Trout Waters youth Camp. Also 

thank you to all the chapters who sent fishing 

buddies for the evening fishing with the 

campers.  Mike & Kim Walchko have stepped 

down this year as Camp Co Director from NY 

Trout Waters Camp after 21 years of supporting 

the camp.   We have a new Camp Director that 

https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/salriv_lwrflyfishsection.pdf
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-09/salriv_lwrflyfishsection.pdf


has joined us Bob Linquist. Bob Mead is still 

helping Bob Linquist learn the ropes.   We have 

sad news that the Big Valley Lodge has now 

closed and is no longer available for us to use 

for next year’s 2026 NY Trout Waters 

Camp.  This facility was a great asset to the 

camp. Bob Linquist & Bob Mead are looking to 

see if they can secure another location to hold 

our NY Trout Waters Summer Camp.  If you 

have any ideas or suggestions, be sure to reach 

out to Bob Linquist with your ideas his email is 

: jcnflies@charter.net.  We need the camp for 6 

nights lodging, access to food (3 meals a day) 

& water for fishing. So be sure to reach out to 

members to see if we can continue our NY 

Trout Waters Youth Camp next summer. Help 

us find a location! 

 STREAM Girls/Boy Scouts – There are 2 

STREAM Girls programs underway this year, 

one being run by Heidi Mason, in the Mid 

Hudson area.   This was Lindsay’s 3rd year 

running a STREAM Girls program in Honeoye 

Falls with the local middle school Cadette 

Troop with the Seth Green TU Chapter.  If 

chapters are working with the scouts, please let 

Lindsay know so she is aware. 

 TU Working with College Clubs–  TU is 

always looking for ways to get youth involved 

in TU chapters. TU national is starting a new 

initiative for chapters to engage High School 

Fishing clubs. Please reach out to TU National 

Cliff Watson if you are interested in getting a 

high school fishing club up and running. 
  

   

Trout Spotter - New TU App Lets You Use Your 

Fish Pictures to Track Their Growth and 

Movements:  One of the most exciting, innovative 

and important advances in trout management is 

ready for field testing and it consists primarily of  

your smartphone, your fly rod and the TU Trout 

Spotter app.  Here’s how it works: 

 Download the Trout Spotter app to your 

smartphone 

 Catch a trout and take a picture of it 

 Load the picture into Trout Spotter on your 

phone 

 Put the trout back in the water 

 The Trout Spotter software uses AI and 

machine learning to digitize the unique spot 

pattern of the trout (like a fingerprint), 

assign it an identity number along with its 

length and GPS location. 

 If anyone ever catches that trout again and 

uploads a new photo, the software will 

recognize the fish, record the growth and 

movement between catches and maybe even 

send the submitting anglers an email 

notifying them of the catches.  

 

 
 

 
 

This new tool will allow groups of anglers fishing 

the same stream to build a picture of how the 

resident trout there migrate, grow and survive.  Sort 

of like electrofishing, but without the voltage.  TU 

is rolling this out now for beta testing and needs 

anglers to download the app and begin submitting 

records.  If you want to learn more about this, or 

even give it a try, go here: 

https://www.tu.org/magazine/science/spot-trout-

catch-trout-photograph-trout-for-science/ 

 

Many of our Owego Creek volunteers began using 

the similar RIVERS app this year to upload stream 

habitat characteristics for project identification.  

We’ll be done with that next year.  Maybe the next 

step will be Trout Spotting?  Maybe we could even 

Trout Spot the fish we get each year electrofishing 

with DEC.  Possibilities, possibilities.  Pretty cool 

stuff! 

mailto:jcnflies@charter.net
https://www.tu.org/magazine/science/spot-trout-catch-trout-photograph-trout-for-science/
https://www.tu.org/magazine/science/spot-trout-catch-trout-photograph-trout-for-science/


Fall Adirondack Brook Trout Trip Report from 

Allen Peterson   

Just a few weeks ago, I took a guided Adirondack 

brook trout fishing trip with my son and grandson.  

First things first…. We used Mike Crawford and 

his Upstate Guide Service.  He did an excellent job 

with all aspects of the trip and I highly recommend 

that you consider him for any of your plans in 

either western NY or Adirondacks.  

 

We stayed in cabins on private property in the 

Cranberry Lake region and fished some smallish 

ponds.  We caught a bunch of trout and had fun 

(see pics below) but I want to mention a couple of 

the odd fishing and environmental conditions we 

encountered. 

 

At the first pond we fished, the water was pea green 

from algae with visibility only about 18”.  How the 

brookies ever saw our flies or lures (grandson spin 

fished) I don’t know, but they did hit.  We did very 

well that day! 

 

 
Nice brookie, but note the green water! 

 

It may have been a natural and harmless fall algae 

bloom, but Mike said he has never ever seen that 

happen on this pond.  Perhaps the hot dry fall had 

something to do with it.  In that brook trout-only 

pond, my grandson also picked up a very unwanted 

fish.  Not sure how it got in there but we were not 

happy to see it: 

 

          
         Umm…. NOT a brook trout!!! 

 

 
Me with a new friend. 

 

The second pond we fished (below) looked 

beautiful and Mike always had great luck there.  

But this time, for the first time ever for him, the 

fishing was poor.  Mike was, and I quote, 

dumbfounded by this.  But he did say that the water 

was 10-15 degrees warmer than it should be in mid-

October and the trout were just not in their usual 

places and they were not behaving as normal.  

Mike suspects that due to the warm and dry fall 

weather, the fish may have just not yet moved into 

the shallows and begun their aggressive spawning 

and feeding behavior. 

 

 

 



Adirondack Brook Trout Trip Report (cont’d) 
 

 
Beautiful, but quiet.  Too quiet. 

 

 

 
At least one was hungry. 

 

But regardless of the eco-oddities, it was a great 

Adirondack trip.  I hope you all also had a chance 

to get some good fishing in at some likewise 

beautiful places.  If you did, send me some pics and 

I can put them in the next newsletter! 

 

Canandaigua Lake DEC Lake Trout Study:  

Canandaigua Lake in western New York is stocked 

annually by the NYSDEC with 12,100 yearling and 

24,100 fingerling lake trout.  Natural reproduction 

is minimal.  The Bureau of Fisheries conducts gill 

netting surveys every three or four years to monitor 

the population size, structure and health.  The 

results of the July 2024 netting survey have 

recently been posted by DEC and is summarized 

below. 

 

244 lake trout ranging from 7.8 to 31.5 inches 

(average length 22.6”) were captured in the 16 gill 

nets.  The largest lake trout caught was 13 pounds.  

91% were determined to be of hatchery origin 

based on fin clips.  The population remains 

dependent on hatchery stocking. 

 

 

 
 

Comparing results from past lake trout netting on 

the lake suggests that the overall density of lake 

trout has been increasing since 2014 (1978-2009 

conducted with multifilament nest while 2014-2024 

conducted with monofilament nets, which have 

80% higher lake trout catch rates).  The catch of 

young lake trout (<age 4) was relatively low in 

2024.  The next recommended sampling year is 

2027. 

 

 

 


