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Upcoming Events:

e September 9. Chapter meeting at 7 PM,;
Endwell Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd.,
Endwell. Speaker TBD.

e October 14. Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell
Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell.
Speaker will be Gian Dodici of the USFWS.
He will talk about how streams behave, with a
focus on in-stream habitat enhancement /
restoration using wood.

e November 11. Chapter meeting at 7 PM,;
Endwell Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd.,
Endwell. Speaker TBD.

e December sometime. Christmas get-together.
Details TBD.

Message from the President

Everlasting Summers: Looking
back to the 70’s, my memories

~ as a teenager, the summers

lasted forever. On weekends

Dad would wake me up at 3:00
AM and he would let me back
the 1969 Impala out of the
garage and we’d load up our
gear for a trip to the Beaverkill,
Oriskany Falls or maybe the Ausable. I loved that
Impala, it was a 327 V-8 with a 2 speed Powerglide
transmission. No one had SUVs then, wasn’t even a
term. My Dad’s friend Larry, who owned a tavern
on Harry-L Drive called “The Duchess”, had a big
old Suburban that we would all go fishing in too,
but that’s another story. The Impala had a huge
trunk and in went the cooler full of ice, containing a
few sandwiches and Dad’s Genny’s. Needed lots of
ice to keep our catch fresh for the ride home. Also
in went our spinning rods equipped with Mitchell
300’s, Red Ball hip boots and the Old Pal minnow
bucket full of red fin minnows that | caught the day
before in that little creek that flows past St John’s
Ukrainian church in Johnson City. Minnows would

get rigged up with a double hook using a “Duty’s
baiting needle”. Strikes were always ferocious and
if you weren’t prepared you would have only the
head of the minnow remaining when you reeled in.
There was a 10 trout limit and we’d fish all day
long for it. Dad would light a Winston and say “just
one more cast” but it would be more like twenty.
Memory in the books forever.

Fast forward to 2025. Summer is going by in the
blink of an eye (Don’t Blink, Kenny Chesney
playing in the background). We didn’t even have
Spring to speak of this year. So much rain and now
the heat. Make the best of your summer, plan a
fishing trip with your kids or grandkids and we’ll
see you all at the September General meeting. For
myself, I’'m planning to have a successful Fall
fishing season. It’s my favorite time of year

anyway!
John

We have a new Facebook page...

We have recently moved to a new Facebook page
for administrative reasons. If you haven’t already,
please ‘Follow’ the page. Here’s the link:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574
024872694

NYS Trout Unlimited Youth Camp 2025

Camp coordinator Bob Mead reports that he has
just returned from this year's TU Trout Camp
which celebrated its 15 year anniversary. We had a
total of 16 campers including 3 girls, from every
corner of NY State. In spite of the extreme heat,
closed bridges, power failures, and tough fishing
conditions on the West Branch, the entire group
was buzzing with enthusiasm at the closing
ceremony and family luncheon.

Just a few highlights from the camper's very busy
schedule included:

Kirk Klingensmith (FFI) Intro to Flycasting

John Apgar (Catskill Flytyers Guild) demo and
instruction on tying classic Catskill dry flies
Judy VanPutt (CFFM) Wild vs. Hatchery trout
Bob Lindquist (incoming camp director for 2026)
demonstration and instruction on tying wet flies
Brian Walencick (Trout Tornado on YouTube)
Intro to streamer fly tying and specialized streamer
tactics

NYS DEC Electroshocking on Sherman Brook
Special thanks go out to our entire volunteer team
(9 staff members) and most importantly our



"Fishing Buddies" who showed up each evening to
fish one on one with our campers for the evening
hatch. Also the camp's official corporate sponsor,
Cortland Line, sent down Chris Rotchford who
attended the Camp BBQ at the DreamCatcher and
joined in the fun by being a "Fishing Buddy" on
Wednesday evening. All in all a big success and a
big thank you to ALL the individuals and chapters
across the state who support our camp every year!!

Owego Creek Mid-summer Update

Our Owego Creek project is in full swing, with
multiple assessment, outreach and management
activities underway. Here’s a quick run-down:
Leon Chandler Chapter jumps in: Our friends up
in Ithaca have been briefed on the project and are
starting to go out in the field and support our
efforts.

Community Science Institute (CSI): CSI
volunteers and staff have conducted the Candor
dam millpond sediment and benthic
macroinvertebrate sampling effort. These samples
will be analyzed for toxicity and environmental
health as part of an initial assessment of the
feasibility of remediating the Candor dam for fish
passage.

State Forest Initiative: Using the RIVERS
smartphone app for uploading site data, our
volunteers have completed recommendations for
DEC trout habitat projects on Griggs Gulf,
Michigan Hill and Turkey Hill State Forests and
are nearly finished with James Kennedy and
Hammond Hill State Forests. Below, Clayton
Maybee from the Leon Chandler Chapter did a
little biological sampling as part of the effort.

Data Loggers: All 30 temperature data loggers are
installed throughout the watershed and are
collecting water temperatures hourly. They will be
pulled in the fall and the stored data will be
downloaded and analyzed. This will help us map
out year-around vs seasonal trout habitats.
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A Catatonk native, encountered uing temperatu
logger installations.
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Trout Reintroduction Assessment: The volunteer
team at CSI conducted the spring water quality
assessments of the five candidate brook trout
tributaries of the Catatonk. This effort will be
repeated in August.

Video Library: We continue to build our photo
and video library of Owego trout, including some
great underwater video from chapter member
Wayne Teeter. Here’s a screen shot from one of
his clips:




TU Northeast Crew Habitat Assessment: TU
biologist Kyle Glenn and his summer crew,
pictured below, have completed their data
collection for a detailed habitat assessment on the
upper East and West branches. This information
will guide future management activities and will
also assist DEC in future possible reclassification
of the waters.

DEC Electrofishing: DEC, TU staff and
volunteers conducted electrofishing sampling on
the upper east and west branches of Owego Creek
in July to determine standing stocks of brook and
brown trout, percent wild vs. stocked fish and to
continue trending analyses. We sampled two
reaches on each stream. On the upper west branch,
we captured 12 wild brook and brown trout of
multiple age classes in the first (colder) 500’
section and three in the second 475’ section. On
the upper east branch, we caught 19 brown trout,
from young of year to 16” in the upstream section
that was 66 degrees, and only saw one trout in the
lower section that was 72 degrees. The physical
habitat was good in all four locations; the fish
appeared to be selecting areas with the colder
water. No surprises there. Although all four
reaches were in stocked sections, no stocked trout
were encountered. As an aside, the upper east

branch in Harford was running at 56 degrees on
July 16.

The DEC/TU team oklng on the uppe east
branch of Owego Creek.

Tioga SWCD Finishes Blodgett Rd. Project at
the Howland Farm: The Tioga County Soil and
Water Conservation District has completed a major
Owego Creek bank stabilization and habitat
improvement project at the Howland Farm on
Blodgett Rd. Led by the District’s Mike Jura and
Wendy Walsh, this important project protects prime
farmland, a power line and a railroad as well as
providing improved trout habitat in an area with
important cold water springs. It will also provide a
major reduction in excessive sediment loading from
severe bank erosion. The stream was diverted to an
oxbow and the project constructed in zero flow
conditions. Tree trunks with root balls exposed
were buried into the bank with rip-rap added for
stabilization. The high bank was cut back,
stabilized and replanted with willow cuttings and



stakes. Many thanks and compliments are due

Mike and Wendy and the whole SWCD team for We Were at the Strawberry Festival

yet another great result! In a first for our chapter, we attended the Owego
Strawberry Festival in June to promote awareness
of trout conservation in the Southern Tier, to recruit
members and to make a few bucks. It was a great
experience, and great fun too. We had excellent
visitations, handed out a lot of trout literature and
sold a couple hundred dollars’ worth of fish
paraphernalia. Thanks to our members and
volunteers who donated items and special thanks to
the Tioga County Soil and Water Conservation
District who donated tree and shrub material for
handing out!
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Meet our October Speaker: Our October speaker
will be Gian (Jan) Dodici of the USFWS in
Cortland. He is a staff biologist who specializes in
the design of cold water stream habitat
improvement projects. One of Gian Dodici’s first
restoration projects in western New York involved
wood, water, and Wiscoy Creek. Nearly two
decades later, he’s still at it, working out of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Partners for
Wildlife New York Field Office.

Completed project, looking downstream 'o the
south (credit, M. Jura).



A frequent partner to TU staff in New York and a
mentor to many, Gian brings wisdom, humility, and
the perfect camp-brewed coffee to every site visit.
From dam removals on Black Creek—a tributary of
Lake Ontario—to floodplain reconnection on Big
Creek, we’re proud to work alongside him.

“Taking a dam out and seeing a free-flowing river
again,” said Gian. “I’ve got the best job in the
world.”Check out the photos below to see an
impressive before-and-after comparison from a
project Gian and TU partnered on to replace a
culvert on the Upper Susquehanna.

Before.

After.

Meanwhile in Vermont: A collaborative dam
removal & habitat improvement project is
underway on a beautiful brook trout stream in
Dover, VT. This 6’ high by 25° wide privately
owned concrete dam created a degrading and
unsafe barrier to fish passage on this small, wild
tributary of the Deerfield River. The dam was
constructed in 1913 as a water source for the
nearby house. The Connecticut River Conservancy
partnered with the private dam owner, along with
the Nature Conservancy of Vermont, and the
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department to unlock
the potential of a naturally free-flowing stream. The
Connecticut River Conservancy began work on this
project back in 2021. Now thanks to funding from
The Nature Conservancy of Vermont and VT Fish
& Wildlife Dept. via their Watershed Grant, CRC
was able to expand the team that would make this
mission a success.
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CATCHAND RELEASE ANGLERS — 15

BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT

Troutand
salmon are coldwater
species and experience
physical stress when stream
temperatures climb above 70°F . |
Taking the following precautions 2
can help protect New
% York's trout and salmon
resources:

)
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Avoidcatchand  Don'tdisturb Fish Early.

Give Trout a Break This Summer: You know release fishingfor troutwherethey  Consicerfshing Stream
who aren’t huge fans of summer? Trout. Summer . g (jfézslfj;jg;em'v ff,?lﬁf {3::{:5
heat waves impose serious stress and can even e me sy mbers, o estileant sy moning
cause death. Trout and salmon that are already e thay'or ™™ fsh are recovering  smallmouth bass.

from heat stress ina

handled. pocket of cold water.

heat-stressed may not recover after being caught

and released.

You can help these fish survive the summer by
following a few simple tips:

e Avoid catch-and-release fishing for heat-
stressed trout - trout already weakened by
heat stress are at risk of death no matter
how carefully they are handled.

o Don't disturb trout where they have
gathered in unusually high numbers - it is
likely that these fish are recovering from
heat stress in a pocket of cold water.

e Go to Plan B - consider fishing waters less
likely to get too warm or fishing for a more
heat-tolerant species, like smallmouth bass.

e Fish early - stream temperature are at their
coolest in the early morning.



