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Upcoming Events:

e May 7 (Wednesday) 10 AM. Owego Creek
volunteer training for 2025 stream work.
Campville Fire Station #3, 1281 NY RT 38,
between Owego and Newark Valley.

e May 13. Chapter meeting Spring Social at
Beer Tree Farm, Port Crane. 7 pm. See
President’s message for details.

e June 14. NYS Council of TU annual meeting.
All day, somewhere near a Catskill trout stream.
All TU members are invited. Details TBD.

e July 14-17. DEC electrofishing with TU staff
and Chapter volunteers on East and West
branches of Owego Creek.

e September 9. Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell
Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell.

e October 14. Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell
Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell.

e November 11. Chapter meeting at 7 PM,;
Endwell Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd.,
Endwell.

e December sometime. Christmas get-together.
Details TBD.

Note: Speaker details for the Fall meetings will be

announced as they become available

Message from the President

55 News Flash! Al Hazzard Trout

4 Unlimited exceeds all

expectations for 1st attempt at
Cabin Fever Reliever fund raiser!
Hence to celebrate we will be
having our May general meeting
at the Beer Tree Farm, Route 369
in Port Crane instead of the
Endwell Fire Station. Come as
early as you like buy a craft beer and meet in the
back area overlooking the pond (or fish the river).
At 7:00 pm I will be nominating officers as stated in
our bylaws and we can also welcome new

nominations from the floor. After that it will be a
social event to chat, brag and enjoy some light
appetizers provided by the chapter. | plan to
nominate the following individuals for your
consideration:

Chapter President - Bob Mead

Vice President - Allen Peterson

Secretary - Dave Nugent

Treasurer - Tom Miller

We will vote on these positions at the May meeting
and they will be inducted at the September annual
meeting as stated in the bylaws. Please contact me if
you would like to be considered for an officer or
board member position, we can use you.

Your’s in conservation, John Swider

Cabin Fever Reliever a Success!

Well, we pulled it off! After much planning and
hard work, and with fingers crossed, our first Cabin
Fever Reliever was a great success. We sold out all
our vendor tables and lined up a great selection of
high quality presenters. Thanks to the professional
marketing support of Michelle Miller, we had a
wonderful community turnout. Attendance was
nearly 300 and we achieved our fundraising target
by netting well over $2,000. Feedback from
everyone was strongly positive and we are looking
forward to an even greater event next year.

We have a new Facebook page...

We have recently moved to a new Facebook page
for administrative reasons. Our Facebook page is
our primary outreach to the public. For example, it
was our main advertising channel for our Cabin



Fever Reliever event. If you haven’t already, please
‘Follow’ the page. But most importantly, please
share this link with your friends in the fishing
community and encourage them to ‘Follow’ the
page for trout news. Many chapters have several
hundred followers in their local community and
we’d like to achieve that as well. Here’s the link:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574
024872694

Owego Creek 2025 Work is Underway
Our second year of Owego Creek work started with
our March 15 public workshop that was attended by
~35 chapter members and local volunteers. Our TU
Northeast staff are in the process of hiring the field
technicians and creating their detailed work plan
and schedule. VVolunteer coordinator Allen Peterson
is developing the volunteer work plan as well. The
volunteer meeting on May 7 (See upcoming events)
will consist of training on the phone app to record
pics of State Forest habitat improvement locations
for DEC to work on, as well as assignment of
specific trout tasks to specific volunteers. The key
initiatives that will be assigned include:
e State Forest tributary surveys for habitat
improvement locations
e Angling/visual surveys of non-public tribs
for wild trout
e Temperature checks of beaver ponds and
outfalls to identify locations of thermal
impact
e Help install and check temperature loggers

Our efforts will receive a boost from our friends at
the Leon Chandler TU chapter in Ithaca, who have
also signed on as volunteers. Email coordinator
Allen Peterson at Allenpeterson54@gmail.com if
you have any questions.

Informal Fly Tying Group

Chapter member John Patterson reports that there is
an informal fly tying group that meets the 3"
Thursday of every month from 1-3 at the Endwell
Senior Center (2801 Wayne St., just off Watson
Blvd.). Anyone is welcome so come on down and
enjoy the company. You can come and just watch
or give it a try. There are good instructors and good
conversation.

News From Around the State

Hunt for Brook Trout: Using eDNA technology
to find New York’s freshwater fish (Report from
the US Fish and Wildlife northeast staff)

Although the technology has been around since the
1980’s, the use of environmental DNA (eDNA) in
recent years has revolutionized the field of aquatic
ecology. It provides a non-invasive and efficient
way to monitor fish populations and their habitats.
By comparison, traditional methods for collecting
fish with nets or electrofishing can be time
consuming and labor intensive. Collecting water
samples for eDNA testing is a much quicker method
for sampling more sites within a stream, and for
sampling more streams within a drainage basin in a
single season. Genetic analyses can also provide
identifications quicker than manually sorting
through fish samples back at the lab or in the field
when you have a lot of samples to process.
Additionally, we can eliminate stress to more
sensitive fish like brook trout, particularly during
warmer months, by not using electrofishing to
collect fish.

Habitat restoration biologists with the Lower Great
Lakes Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office
(FWCO) are excited to be working with Trout
Unlimited to assess the distribution of brook trout
or Salvelinus fontinalis in streams in upstate and
central New York using new eDNA sampling
technology
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We are collecting water samples from selected sites
in the Adirondack Mountains and in the Genesee
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River drainage basin of New York, which we will
then analyze for environmental DNA shed by brook
trout naturally in their feces, mucus, and scales.
This approach allows us to sample remote areas
more efficiently and allows us to sample more
rivers and streams in a season than would traditional
electrofishing and net fishing methods.

The information we gather on where brook trout are
will tell us where we have good water quality and
most likely good habitat. We will use this data to
help us be strategic in directing habitat restoration
for brook trout and other fish. For example, we will
implement habitat restoration that increases
connections between these brook trout

populations, that increases access for fish (and
anglers) to good habitats, and that helps the brook
trout to grow in numbers. The information we
gather from this study will also help us identify
potential areas of concern that don’t have brook
trout. Together, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and Trout Unlimited are working to ensure these
iconic fish thrive for generations to come!
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Trek for Trout (from NYS Council TU): We have a
great opportunity to connect our chapter members
with the NYS DEC and other like-minded
organizations, all while helping native brook

trout. New York State DEC invites New York Trout
Unlimited Members to participate in an exciting
opportunity to help update some 400 Adirondack
Brook Trout ponds with improved conservation
signage!

There are more than 400 brook trout ponds in the
Adirondacks. That’s a lot of ponds to post signs and

it could take years for DEC to accomplish this on their
own. Organizations including NY Backcountry
Hunters & Anglers, Trout Unlimited, Trout Power,
Native Fish Coalition, as well as students from Paul
Smith and SUNY ESF are banding together to “Trek
for Trout” and post as many signs as possible on a
single day (Saturday May 17th, 2025).

You’ll have the opportunity to sign up for a pond(s) of
your choosing on a user-friendly, map-based interface
when volunteer registration goes live on April 15th. A
range of trek distances are available, from short to
multiple mile round trips. Be on the lookout for a
follow up email that will include a link to sign up, as
well as information on social networking activities that
will take place after the Trek.

This is an exciting opportunity to partner with DEC to
get meaningful, on-the-ground work done to support
brook trout management and conservation, so lace up
your hiking boots and get ready to Trek for Trout!

Sign up at this link address (copy and paste):

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/
870480ca7ff74b679efd4a7c99e91de6?blm_aid=48055

Regards,
Cal Curtice
Chairman, Trout Unlimited New York State Council

A Patagonia Trout Fishing Adventure: December
2024 (A report from member Vince Leonard)

This trip occurred in one of the most beautiful places
on earth with streams and lakes teeming with wild
trout. The journey went through the stately city of
Buenos Aires. On the first half of the trip, we stayed
at a beautiful tent camp on a pristine spring creek
with the snow-covered spine of the Andes in full
view. From this location we fished three different
spring creeks and two lakes. The second half of our
journey took us to a splendid lodge for three and a
half days of fishing on a large deep river that
contained what seemed to be endless numbers of
beautiful wild trout. We were always treated like
family by the knowledgeable guides, outfitter, chefs
and our trip host. All of these things contributed to a
trip of a life time in Patagonia.


https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/

Three of my good friends from the Twin Tiers Five
Rivers Chapter of Fly Fishers International (FFI)
traveled with me on the trip. The group consisted of
John Lively, Bob Schaeffler, Kirk Klingensmith and
myself (Vincent Leonard). Joining using Buenos
Aires was our trip host Rob Giannino who owns Fly
Fishing Journeys. Rob hosts several fly fishing trips
annually, and he creates informative fishing related
podcasts that the readers are sure to enjoy. His
website and contact information are listed below.
Several of us went on a trip that Rob hosted to
Iceland in 2023, and we know firsthand the
outstanding job he does organizing and operating
trips.

We flew to Esquel in the Patagonia region of
Argentina via Buenos Aires. Upon arriving at the
Esquel airport we were greeted by our outfitter Nico
Fliess and his guides. Nico owns Natural Anglers.
They drove us to our tent camp which was 2.5 hours
south of Esquel. Our tent camp was on the bank of
Rio Pico which is a beautiful spring creek loaded
with trout. Across the valley, and always in view,
was the majestic spine of the Andes Mountains.
Chile is on the other side. “Tent camp” does not
accurately describe our home for four days. Our
individual tents had large cots which were more like
beds. Electricity was generated from solar panels,
and it was available inside the tents or nearby. Hot
water, showers and flush toilets were onsite. We had
a professional chef in camp, and we were spoiled
with gourmet meals. Outstanding wine was included
with meals, and wine was packed for the shore
lunches when fishing out of the rafts.

From our camp, we fished the spring creek that was
on site, and we also took short journeys to two
additional spring creeks. We frequently found rising
fish, but we also used nymphs. We caught lots of
browns and rainbows in the 16-20inch category with
everyone also catching a few between 20-23 inches.
We had exclusive access to these streams, and we
fished two anglers per guide. The guides were
extremely knowledgeable, helpful, fun and great
people to be around during the entire trip. Although
the fish in Patagonia were not pressured, the crystal
clear waters required accurate casting. If we spooked
a fish, we moved on and soon found more.

On two of our days, we traveled via pickup trucks
with rafts to fish lakes. Natural Anglers uses three
man rafts with motors for the lakes and for the large
river that we would fish on the second half of the
trip. The first lake produced the largest fish of the
trip. We caught many rainbows of 18-22 inches and
some up to 25 inches. Another day we went to a lake
loaded with brook trout. Most were in the14-15 inch
range, and it was common for the boat’s two anglers
to each have fish on at the same time.

Vincent with a typical brook trout in a lake we
were fishing in Patagonia



After our time at the tent camp was over, we packed
up and drove to the Entre Sendero Lodge &amp;
Vineyard located on the bank of the Futaleufu River.
This splendid lodge had a resident chef, and we
enjoyed wine and other spirits that were included in
the price of the trip. The cost of this trip was $5,500
with double occupancy. Of course, travel expenses
and our time in Buenos Aires were extra.

The Entre Sendero Lodge & Vineyard

From the lodge we fished the Futaleufa River which
is very wide and deep and is absolutely loaded with
wild rainbows and browns. | had a day where |
caught over 30 fish on streamers. We also did some
fishing with nymphs under a Chubby Chernobyl.
Whenever we found pods of rising fish we would
switch to dry flies. On the morning of our last day of
fishing, the fish were rising everywhere. |
experienced my personal best dry fly fishing on this
day. Most of the fish were in the 16-20 inch range
with some over 20 inches. The flies we used on this
trip were the same as we use at home and in the
Rocky Mountain region. There were large numbers
of mayflies and caddis flies on the streams.
Frequently, we used Adams and Missing Link dry
flies, and for nymphing we used Pheasant Tails and
Hare’s Ears with bead heads and hotspots.
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John with a rainbow taken on a dry fly
on the Futaleufa River

This truly was the trip of a lifetime, and you too can
experience it. Check out the links below for
information about the trip.

https://flyfishingjourneys.com/patagonia/

Check out this 1.5 minute video of scenes from the
trip: https://youtu.be/CY5_tovSVTY?t=22

Contact Rob Giannino of Fly Fishing Journeys for
information and questions. His contact information is
in the link for Fly Fishing Journeys. You can also
contact Vincent Leonard with questions. 607-738-
4360

Sunset on a spring creek in Patagonia
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