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Upcoming Events: 

 February 11. Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell 

Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell. 

 March 11 Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell 

Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell. 

 March 15. Chapter Owego Creek trout public 

workshop to kick off 2025 work.  Campville 

Fire Station #3.  Rt. 38.  12-4 pm.  

 March 29. Cabin Fever Reliever Troutfest at the 

American Legion Hall, Binghamton.  Details 

TBD 

 April 8. Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell Fire 

Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell. 

 

 

 

 

2025 Speaker Lineup: 

 January 14. Mike Crawford from Upstate 

Guide Service came and spoke about dead 

drift flyfishing for rainbows in Skaneateles 

Lake and for brookies in Adirondack lakes 

and ponds.  It was very interesting and 

engaging!  Thanks Mike! 

 February 11. Ian Blackburn of DEC 

Cortland will present the art and science of 

electrofishing with special emphasis on 

central New York. 

 March 11. Mike Jura from Tioga County 

Soil and Water Conservation District will 

review recent trout habitat management 

projects on Owego Creek. 

 April 8.  TBD.  Tentatively Gian Dodici of 

USFWS to discuss the new and different 

types of trout stream habitat improvement 

structures, how we select them and how they 

work.  Local examples will be covered. 

 

 

Message from the President: 

 
New Year, New Vision for Al Hazzard TU 

Our chapter is moving forward 

with a lot of exciting plans for 

2025. We have some new 

members with new ideas and 

motivation to revitalize Al 

Hazzard. First and foremost is 

our fundraiser titled “The Cabin 

Fever Reliever” Unlike our 

historic banquets of the past 

which were the most premier outdoors events ever 

held in the Southern tier, our Cabin Fever event will 

be more of a trade show / flea market. It will be 

geared towards not just fly-fishing trout enthusiasts, 

but all outdoor activities (excluding firearms). 

There will be guides, fly tyers, boating, hunting, 

camping, taxidermy………..the list goes on. In 

addition, you and anyone interested can have a table 

to sell your unique outdoor product (such as your 

handmade turkey calls, honey from your local 

property, jigs for Walleye fishing, killer dry fly 

patterns?) or gather up old dusty tackle that’s taking 

up space in your garage.  
 

 
The hall floor space 

 

Details: 

 When – The last Saturday in March, the 29th. 

 Time – 9am to 4pm 

 Where – The American Legion, Robinson 

Street, Binghamton (next to Cortese Restaurant) 

 Breakfast and Lunch available 

 Plenty of parking 

 Cost - $5 at the door which also enters you in a 

drawing for a guided Delaware River float trip 



 Table - $20 includes entry. (In addition, on the 

honor system we are asking 10% sales.) 

 Contact myself, Bob Mead or any board 

member with questions or to secure your spot! 

We need volunteers for the day of the event to help 

with early set-up, sell raffle and 50-50 tickets, tie 

flies at the Al Hazzard table to hand out to kids 

etc……. With your participation this will be an 

amazing fun filled way to fund the things we do for 

cold water conservation / education! Please save the 

date! 

 

 
Table layout 

 

John 

 

 

 

 

The Fall Drought 

One of the consequences of climate change is the 

increasing frequency of flash droughts… short, 

intense dry spells that dry up our headwater 

tributaries where our trout spawn…. and boy did we 

just have one!  This past September-November was 

the driest one ever, and miles of critical spawning 

tributaries turned to dust and gravel right at the 

height of spawning season.  This will undoubtedly 

affect our wild trout populations; by how much…. 

who knows? But our Brookies did their best.  We 

visited some of our known spawning areas on the 

Owego system, and even in isolated pools 

surrounded by dry streambed, they were busy 

digging redds and laying their eggs.  It was very 

heartening to see how determined and resilient they 

were. Welcome early December rains brought these 

little feeder streams back up to normal. However, 

this dry spell and its impact on available spawning 

habitat highlights the need for active management, 

especially actions that result in deep pools where 

trout can survive these short, intense droughts that 

dry up miles of stream channel. 

Above:  A dried-up tributary of the Owego Creek.  

Brook trout were spawning in the isolated pool 

shown. 

 

 

 
Above: Male Owego brook trout on his redd. 

 



 
Owego brook trout spawning in an isolated pool. 

 

 

A Fish Out Of Water 

So what happens when a trout stream dries up?  Do 

the stranded trout all die?  Well apparently not, at 

least not right away.  Chapter member Kurt 

Rezucha just shot some incredible footage of young  

brook trout that were still alive buried under wet 

leaves in a dried up streambed.  Thinking they were 

dead, he also carried them in a dry bucket for an 

hour.  But they were in some form of torpor, 

because when he put them in the water, they swam 

off!  You really need to check out his video of this 

at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcRJF9GGGcI 

 

News From Around the State 

 

Genegantslet Creek Restoration Project 

The Chenango Valley Chapter is teaming up with 

our TU Northeast staff, DEC and the USFWS to 

remove several old and failing habitat structures in 

the Genegantslet Creek near Art Lake Rd. in 

Chenango County. Four old pool diggers are failing 

and causing channel braiding and other unhelpful 

effects.  The plan is to remove them and replace 

them with new rock and log structures for channel 

rehabilitation, habitat improvement, grade control 

and flood resiliency.  Work is scheduled to occur 

this year, pending approval of funding. 

 

 
Genegantslet Creek near Art Lake Rd. 

 

Cohocton / Owego Monitoring 

Trout Unlimited New York Conservation Staff will 

work alongside region 7 & 8 DEC to begin 

collecting vital habitat, stream channel, and 

fisheries data on the Cohocton River and Owego 

Creek in specific stocked reaches. Their monitoring  

approach will involve pre-mapping of river reaches 

with drone mounted technology to obtain thermal 

imagery of current conditions in the watershed and 

subsequent cold-water patches entering the main 

river. The mapping will begin in February 2025. In 

Addition, TU Northeast will continue its ongoing 

beaver pond research in both watersheds analyzing 

impacts to stream temperature, trout populations, 

and habitat. Once the preliminary data is collected, 

TU Northeast will devise a monitoring strategy with 

input from the DEC and chapters that will be 

carried out in the summer of 2025. 

TU Northeast’s small field crew will be traveling 

between the Owego and Cohocton and will consist 

of 2-3 seasonal workers. If you know of anyone 

local, looking for summer work in the 

environmental field, please encourage them to apply 

for one of these seasonal positions. Application 

period for these seasonal positions will begin in late 

February. TU Northeast is looking to mobilize 

volunteers of both Canandaigua Lake Chapter and 

Al Hazzard Chapter of TU. Volunteer activities 

would consist of survey and landowner access 

assistance, as well as temperature monitoring logger 

maintenance and checks. Kyle Glenn, Biologist and 

field coordinator of this group is also looking for 

intel on locations of model beaver ponds with trout 

above and below in each watershed. Please channel 

all monitoring related questions to Kyle Glenn at 

Kyle.glenn@tu.org and all outreach and 



involvement questions to Jesse Vadala at 

Jesse.Vadala@tu.org. 

 

Brook trout restoration gets $3 million-plus boost 

in NJ, NY and PA 

Thousands of anglers visit the coldwater streams of 

the upper Delaware River watershed each year to 

catch native brook trout. However, trout populations 

have been impacted by land use, habitat loss and 

sediment pollution. So, conservationists are working 

to protect the elusive fish and the streams they live 

in. Now, a boost of more than $3 million federal 

dollars will help conserve trout streams in the 

mountainous areas of New Jersey, Northeast 

Pennsylvania and the Catskills of New York. 

 

The grant will help federal and state environmental 

agencies, as well as local environmental groups, 

improve water quality and habitat for at-risk native 

brook trout in the coldwater streams of the Delaware 

River watershed. 

 

The tri-state initiative is the first of its kind in the 

region, said Amy Wolfe, director of Trout 

Unlimited’s northeast coldwater habitat program. 

“Our goal in this will be to focus on projects that can 

reconnect fragmented habitat and reduce pollution 

from sediment runoff and from other land use 

impacts in these areas,” she said. 

 

The initiative is one of more than 60 conservation 

projects nationwide to receive a total of more than 

$122 million in National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation grants. The funding is part of President 

Biden’s America the Beautiful Challenge, which 

aims to conserve at least 30% of U.S. lands and 

waters by 2030. 

 

NYSDEC Revised Stocked and Wild Trout 

Management Categories 

Most of us are aware that the DEC Bureau of 

Fisheries has established management categories for 

stocked and wild trout streams.  But we may not all 

be aware of exactly what criteria are used to 

establish those categories.  Those criteria were 

modified in 2024 and reissued.  For your reference, 

they are excerpted here: 

 

 

 

mailto:Jesse.Vadala@tu.org
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/NFWF-ATBC-20241113-GS.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/NFWF-ATBC-20241113-GS.pdf


 

Its official: Apache trout are back 

 

 
 

Native Arizona Apache trout delisted 

Chris Wood, CEO TU 

 

First listed as endangered under the federal 

Endangered Species Preservation Act of 1966, they 

later were protected by the Endangered Species Act 

in 1973. This past September, Arizona’s Apache 

trout became the first trout or salmon species ever to 

be removed from the protection of the Endangered 

Species Act because the species recovered. 

 

More than a century ago, when Arizona represented 

the western edge of the frontier, the fish occupied 

more than 700 miles of rivers and streams. 

 

In 1939, one old-timer of the Fort Apache area 

recalled fishing the streams of the White Mountains 

in his youth: “I personally remember that from 1898 

to 1916 the fish were so plentiful that it was no trick 

for a boy to catch 100 in a few hours or 200 in a full 

afternoon.” Overfishing, grazing and interaction with 

introduced non-native trout all contributed to a steep 

decline in populations of Apache trout. When 

confronted with the introduction of brook, brown 

and rainbow trout, Apache trout did what most 

native trout do; they swam to the headwaters. 

 

Thankfully, in 1955, the White Mountain Apache 

Tribe closed off the headwaters in the Fort Apache 

Indian Reservation to fishing to protect the remnant 

populations of Apache trout. Thus began a nearly 70-

year effort to recover these yellow-bellied river gems 

by taking steps to reduce pressure on Apache trout 

from non-native trout and anglers. 

 

The Apache’s removal from the Endangered Species 

list comes a year after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service proposed delisting, relying on a species 

assessment by an interdisciplinary group led by Dan 

Dauwalter on TU’s science team. 

 

To be certain, we are not resting on our laurels. TU 

continues to work with our partners on a variety of 

restoration projects in the headwaters of the Salt 

River watershed. For example, we are working on 

two projects on the White Mountain Apache 

Reservation and five more on the Apache Sitgreaves 

National Forest. This work will lower water 

temperatures, improve spawning and rearing habitat 

and reconnect tributaries by fixing perched or 

undersized culverts. The idea is to help make these 

relatively small systems more resilient to the floods, 

wildfire and drought exacerbated by climate change. 

 

The recovery of the Apache is a testament to TU’s 

core values. Our volunteers never stopped 

advocating for the fish and volunteering for stream 

restoration projects. Arizona TU staff and 

volunteers—even though, or perhaps because, they 

are at the southernmost edge of trout habitat, and 

face some of the most inhospitable droughts, fires, 

and floods—never gave up on these “write off” 

populations. Partnerships and collaboration among 

the White Mountain Apache Tribe, TU, the FWS, the 

Forest Service and the Arizona Game and Fish 

Department allowed conservationists to apply 

common sense to a common problem for the 

common good. Most important, in an era where 

many throw their hands in the air and walk away, 

exasperated by the effects of a changing climate, the 

Tribe, the agency professionals and TU staff and 

volunteers demonstrated that together, we can make 

a difference and recover the land and waters that 

help sustain this nation, and yes, these magnificent 

yellow-bellied trout, too. 

 

 


