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Upcoming Events: 

 November 12. Chapter meeting at 6:30 PM; 

Endwell Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., 

Endwell.  PIZZA NIGHT, see details below 

 December 10.  Christmas Get Together and gift 

exchange at Kelly’s Sports Bar, Page Ave, 

Endicott.  See details below. 

 January 14. Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell 

Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell. 

 February 11. Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell 

Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell. 

 March 11 Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell 

Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell. 

 March 29. Cabin Fever Reliever Troutfest at the 

American Legion Hall, Binghamton.  Details 

TBD 

 April 8. Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell Fire 

Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell. 

 

 

November Pizza Night with TU Staff! 

Join us for our special November chapter meeting at 

6:30 for pizza night with TU staff.  Tracy Brown, 

the TU Northeast Restoration Manager will join us 

with her Owego Creek staff to give us an overview 

of TU restoration work going on around New York 

and New England.  Then she will review her staff’s 

planned activities on the Owego Creek in support of 

our Strategic Plan and how we can join in.  Allen 

Peterson will precede Tracy with a summary of 

results and accomplishments from our 2024 Owego 

work. 

 

Christmas Get Together in December 

In December our meeting will be a year-end get 

together and gift exchange at Kelly’s Sports Bar on 

Page Avenue in Endicott.  We will start at 7 pm.  

Details are being developed and will be announced 

as they become available. 

 

 

 

 

2025 Speaker Lineup: 

 January 14. Mike Crawford from Upstate 

Guide Service will come talk about fly 

fishing upstate New York, Skaneateles Lake 

and Alaska. 

 February 11. Ian Blackburn of DEC 

Cortland will present the art and science of 

electrofishing with special emphasis on 

central New York. 

 March 11. Mike Jura from Tioga County 

Soil and Water Conservation District will 

review recent trout habitat management 

projects on Owego Creek. 

 April 8.  TBD.  Tentatively Gian Dodici of 

USFWS to discuss the new and different 

types of trout stream habitat improvement 

structures, how we select them and how they 

work.  Local examples will be covered. 

 

Cabin Fever Reliever Trout Fest: 

Your chapter board is working on an exciting new 

and hopefully annual fundraising/outreach event.  

We are developing an outdoors and fishing trade 

show and craft fair event with vendors, food and 

local conservation organizations. We are looking 

for a chapter member or two to join the organizing 

committee to help get us off to a flying start for this 

March 2025 event.  Please talk to a board member 

at our November Pizza Night if you are interested.  

 

Web Links 

 Al Hazzard Chapter Website: 

https://alhazzardtu.org 

 Al Hazzard Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/alhazzardtro

utunlimited 

 NYS Council Website:  

https://newyorkcouncil-tu.org 

 NYS Council Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/newyorktu 

TU Events Calendar: 

https://tu.myeventscenter.com/browseByState/N

Y/1  
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Message from the President: 

 

Closing Time, Not! 

Traditionally Trout Season has 

been from April 1st to October 

15. For many (me included) that 

worked out perfectly because 

small game and archery hunting 

seasons open in October. If your 

only passion was fishing, you 

were out of luck targeting trout. 

Now in NYS you have the 

opportunity to fish all inland trout streams, catch 

and release from October 16th to March 31st.  

There are of course a few exceptions, Great Lakes, 

Finger Lakes tributaries to the 1st impassable barrier 

and a few others which are listed in the NYS 

Fishing Guide 

https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/freshwater-

fishing/regulations. So now if you are fortunate 

enough to bag that trophy buck on the opening day 

of deer season, you can go fishing your favorite 

inland water the day after. Get out there and enjoy 

the great outdoors while you can! 

 

 

Major Grants Awarded for our Owego Creek 

Work 

We are excited to announce the award of two major 

grants to fund our Owego Creek Strategic Plan.  

This summer, TU’s Northeast Restoration Manager 

Tracy Brown was awarded a Chesapeake WILD 

grant of $75,000 to fund two TU stream technicians 

to perform assessment work on Owego Creek and 

the Cohocton River.  They will collect and assess 

data on habitat conditions and trout populations to 

plan strategic reconnection and restoration projects 

to improve habitat for brook trout and plan for 

further restoration in collaboration with the 

NYSDEC.  They will also work to create direct 

community outreach and involvement through 

citizen science data collection. 

 

In October, we were notified that the Trout 

Unlimited national office, in recognition of the 

importance of Owego Creek and of all our ongoing 

efforts, has awarded us a grant of $9.2k for detailed 

assessment and outreach on the Owego Creek 

system for the next two years (2025-6).  These 

funds will purchase about 30 water temperature 

loggers that will let us build a year round thermal 

profile of the entire system to let us map out exactly 

what is year around habitat vs seasonal habitat, as 

well as sediment quality analyses in certain areas. 

The grant will also fund outreach efforts including 

signs and fact sheets, public workshops and 

volunteer meetings.  The NY Council of TU is also 

contributing ~$750 to this grant. 

 

Between these funds and the paid staff starting next 

year, things are going to get really exciting! 

 

 

We Have Video! 

At our October meeting we were visited by 

videographer and trout fisherman Kurt Rezucha 

who led us on an impromptu discussion of his 

underwater trout video projects here in New York.  

Kurt has put together some fascinating film, 

including some really breathtaking clips of trout 

aggregations in the Delaware.  Check out these 

links and enjoy: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@MrJohnnynacnac 

https://vimeo.com/user9967271 

 

 
 

 

 

Tioga County SWCD Major Projects Continue 

Progress continues on two major Tioga County Soil 

and Water Conservation projects. Right now they 

have two large bank stabilization-toe wood projects 

going on.  One just above the Park Settlement PFA 

and the other is below it at the junction of Catatonk 

and Owego Creeks on Glen Mary Drive.  The pics 

below give you a sense of just how big these are: 

 

https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/freshwater-fishing/regulations
https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/freshwater-fishing/regulations
https://www.youtube.com/@MrJohnnynacnac
https://vimeo.com/user9967271


 
Tioga SWCD work in progress at Park Settlement 

Rd. 

 

 
Tioga SWCD work in progress at Glen Mary Drive 

 

News From Around the State 

 

Delaware Aqueduct Drawdown 

Bob Mead reports that both reservoirs are now 

down to 50 % +/-. The East branch and west have 

been dumping 800-900cfs out of both reservoirs for 

the last 6 weeks. There is some concern about high 

water conditions, mostly on the upper east branch, 

for the upcoming brown trout spawn. The normal 

fall release on the upper east branch is 90-100 cfs 

and at the current level the water is at minor flood 

stage for most riverfront properties.  The aqueduct 

cutover to the new bypass is not on schedule and the 

exact completion date has not been made 

public. We will continue to update this on future 

newsletters. 

 

Trout Unlimited was awarded $143,853 for a 

culvert removal and replacement project on Calvin 

Cole Road in Stephentown, Rensselaer County that 

will reconnect three and a-half miles of high-quality 

upstream habitat for aquatic organisms. In addition, 

the replacement project will mitigate chronic 

flooding issues for the town. The site was identified 

as a priority in the Town of Stephentown Road 

Stream Crossing Management Plan funded by the 

Hudson River Estuary Program in 2021. 

 

 

DEC Continues Lampricide Treatment in 

Cayuga Inlet 

The NYSDEC Bureau of Fisheries in Region 8 will 

conduct the continued scheduled lampricide 

treatment for lamprey at Catharine Creek Canal, 

Schuyler County, from Montour Falls Marina to the    

mouth at Seneca Lake on Oct. 16, and on a 10-acre 

area within the Dresden Delta at the mouth of 

Keuka Outlet, Yates County on Oct. 17. Lampricide 

application is weather dependent. Lampricide 

applications will target areas not treated earlier this 

year.  Through the sea lamprey control program, 

DEC will apply a lampricide called Bayluscide 

(niclosamide) to canal waters using a boat-mounted 

sprayer. Bayluscide is a selective pesticide that kills 

the immature, larval stage of the sea lamprey. It has 

been used extensively for sea lamprey control in the 

Great Lakes and Lake Champlain and was last used 

in Catharine Creek Canal in 2021. The dosage of 

Bayluscide lethal to larval sea lampreys can be 

processed without harm by most other aquatic 

 



organisms. Some minor fish and aquatic invertebrate mortality are expected.  This sea lamprey control program 

has been highly effective at controlling lamprey populations and minimizing trout wounding and mortality.  A 

brief summary of the Region 7 program in Cayuga Lake  below. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo Gallery:  

 

 

A well-fed Owego Brown 

 

 
 

16” Willowemoc Brown 

 

A nice late summer Adirondack Brookie 

 


