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Upcoming Events: 

 September 10.  Chapter meeting at 7 PM; 

Endwell Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., 

Endwell. 

 October 8.  Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell 

Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell. 

 

Web Links 

 Al Hazzard Chapter Website: 

https://alhazzardtu.org 

 Al Hazzard Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/alhazzardtrout

unlimited 

 NYS Council Website:  

https://newyorkcouncil-tu.org 

 NYS Council Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/newyorktu 

TU Events Calendar: 

https://tu.myeventscenter.com/browseByState/N

Y/1  

 

 

Message from the President: 

 

 
 

Wow! The dog days of summer are here. In case you did 

not know, this period of sweltering heat and humidity 

traditionally refers to the period from July to August and 

goes back to ancient times of Greece and Rome. The star 

Sirius which is our brightest star other than our Sun rises 

earlier in the morning during this period and it is part of 

the constellation “Canis Major”. Hence the Dog Days of 

Summer. 

 

This is also the time of year, we as stewards of the 

resource absolutely must leave the trout alone in certain 

watersheds such as the Owego Creek, the Beaverkill and 

my secret Brook Trout spot. Please redirect to tailwater 

fisheries providing cold water releases, lakes or even 

better yet, target warm water species such as Bass. The Al 

Hazzard board of directors are planning for another fun 

and informational year for our chapter. We are in search 

of some new guest speakers beginning in September so if 

you have any suggestions please let one of us know. 

Enjoy your summer and see you again on the 2nd 

Tuesday of every month, beginning in September, at the 

Endwell Fire station. 

 

 
We’ve Been Busy! 

 

In April, we did two stream cleanups.  First, we partnered 

with the Tioga County Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) at a public fishing stretch of the lower 

Owego Creek.  We collected more than 1,000 lbs. of 

trash, removed over a dozen tires from the stream (legacy 

of an old upstream illegal tire dump), built a great 

landowner relationship and got wet, muddy and tired!  

The next weekend, we did our traditional Delaware River 

cleanup with our friends in the Chenango Valley Chapter. 

 

Then in May, we again worked with the Tioga SWCD to 

do the final restoration planting at the new West Branch 

Owego Creek pool diggers on West Creek Rd. and started 

our catch and release sign posting in the watershed. So far 

we have 41 signs posted and the job is nearly complete.  

We have about a dozen signs left for any new spots we 

find. 

 

Having fun at Owego Creek 
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Posting our signs! Members Ed Meyer and Allen 

Peterson with Scott Daskiewich of the Native Fish 

Coalition. 

     
Many thanks to the Native Fish Coalition for their 

design work and cofounding for these signs. 

Speaking of Tioga SWCD….. 

  

We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the great 

people at the Tioga SWCD, including Mike Jura, Heather 

Gulliford and Wendy Walsh.  They are the heavy artillery 

for trout conservation on Owego Creek.  Right now they 

have two bank stabilization-toe wood projects going on.  

One just above the Park Settlement PFA and another 

along way up above Harford on the East Branch along Rt. 

221.  Both areas are heavily used by trout; the one on Rt. 

221 is an important brook trout spawning area.  A recent 

field check in the vicinity revealed large numbers of 

brook trout of all age classes. 

Here’s a work in progress pic of the Park Settlement 

work.  Stay tuned for some job-done pictures in the 

Fall newsletter! 

 
 

 

 

 

Owego Creek Strategic Plan Update 

 

We are seeing great progress on our Owego Creek 

strategic plan, and are growing a team of dedicated local 

volunteers to help.  Job 1 was to get our catch and release 

signs up and that is largely done. Job 2 is to begin 

confirming trout spawning tributaries throughout the 

watershed.  This work is underway and so far we have 

identified 27 tributaries with spawning brook trout.  This 

does not include the main stems, where we know 

significant spawning also occurs.  The most important 

news however involves money.  We are applying for two 

separate grants to fund work.  Tracy Brown, the Northeast 

Restoration Manager, put in a grant application for a TU 

stream technician to perform assessment work for the 

next two summers and the chapter is filing another grant 

to fund monitoring equipment and outreach activities.  

This grant will also receive cofounding from the NY 

Council of TU.  If we get these grants approved, our 

Owego work will really kick into high gear.  Keep your 

fingers crossed! 

 

 



 
One of our confirmed spawning tributaries of Owego 

Creek.  The male on upper left is already starting his 

spawning colors. 

 

Updates on this project are also posted at the NYS TU 

Council webpage at: https://newyorkcouncil- 

tu.org/nysctu_in_action/shining-a-spotlight-on-

oswego-creek-conservation-projects.html 

 

News From Around the State 

 
Delaware Aqueduct Drawdown 

Bob Mead spoke this week with Jeff Skelding at FUDR 

regarding the reservoir drawdown to support the cutover 

of the new NYC aqueduct.  He reports that the work has 

been postponed again and no new dates have been set.  

We’ll keep you updated if anything happens. 

 

Youth Educators Win Excellence Award 

Mike and Kim Walchko, from Cobleskill, NY and 

longtime Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

members, were recently recognized at the annual New 

York State Trout Unlimited Council’s meeting in 

Livingston Manor in Sullivan County NY this month. 

Walchko’s were awarded the prestigious Volunteer 

Service Award for their work with the New York Trout 

Waters Youth Camp. 

The Youth Education Excellence Award is given to a 

volunteer(s) who recognizes the fundamental 

importance of creating a new generation of stewards 

and conservation-minded anglers in a manner that 

sustains Trout Unlimited’s conservation legacy. The 

award honors individuals who demonstrated exemplary 

leadership, and a deep passion for inspiring young 

people to become thoughtful, responsible stewards of 

New York State's coldwater fisheries.  

 

This year the award was given to Mike and Kim 

Walchko for over 20 years of volunteer service as 

camp director and camp counselor at the New York 

Trout Waters Youth Camp. Mike started in 2002 as a 

fishing buddy at the camp. Two years later in 2004, 

Mike began his journey as Camp Director. Together 

they run the NYS TU Trout Waters camp and have 

been running & volunteering at the camp for over 20 

years.  Congratulations and Thank you Mike and Kim! 

 

 
The Walchkos with Lindsay Agness 

 

Lake Champlain and Saranac River Atlantic Salmon 

Restoration 

PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. (From WCAX Burlington) - 

Upwards of 26,000 thousand landlocked Atlantic salmon 

are let loose in Lake Champlain.  It’s part of the New 

York Department of Environmental Conservation’s net 

pen-rearing project. The fish are held in water pens at the 

Plattsburgh Boat Basin and then released after three 

weeks. Thousands more fish that weren’t in pens will also 

be released into the Saranac River. The goal is for the 

salmon to become familiar with the water in the pens to 

improve the odds of returning later on to spawn. 

“The Saranac, as I have said before, is the most prolific 

river on Lake Champlain of all the rivers on Lake 

Champlain. Even though it isn’t the longest, but the 

spawning habitat up in the Morrisonville and Kent’s Falls 

area is spectacular, so that is why we are trying to 

replenish that,” said Don Lee, with Trout Unlimited. A 
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new fish ladder will also be operational this fall at the 

Treadwell Mills Dam on the Saranac to help salmon 

return to their natural spawning area in Kent Falls. 

Advocates are also working with the state to lower the 

Imperial Dam so that another fish ladder can be installed.  

The fish are considered native to Lake Champlain.  

Unlike their distant ocean-going relatives, they spend 

their entire life in freshwater. 

 

The salmon pens on Lake Champlain 

Youth Camp 2024 from Bob Mead 

Thanks to all, another very successful year is in the books. I 

believe some of our pictures tell our story the best. We had 

an outstanding group of campers from every corner of NYS, 

including 12 boys and 3 girls. A special shout out to the 

entire volunteer staff including: 

Mike Walchko and Bob Mead, co-directors 

Kim Walchko, camp mom and manager 

Lindsay and Dave Agness, instructors 

Gavin Rueda, alumni fly tying instructor 

Micah Pollock, alumni student counselor 

Dan Hucko, professional photographer and bus driver 

We have been very fortunate to put together an amazing team 

of instructors who teach and present in their respective area 

of expertise. These volunteers include: 

Joe Ackourey, intro to fly tying and nymphing  

Jesse Vadala, TU Nat’l and conservation topics 

Kyle Glenn, TU Nat’l benthic sampling and entomology  

Tom Mason and John Apgar, legendary fly tyers from 

Catskill Fly Tyers Guild 

New York State DEC, electroshocking 

Brian Walencick, streamer fly tying and presentation  

 

Additional thanks go out to West Branch Angler and 

DreamCatcher Lodge who provided evening venues for 

campers to enjoy the evening hatch.  And last but not least, a 

very special thanks to all of our “fishing buddies” who 

provided one on one assistance to all of our campers who 

were humbled by the technical expertise required to 

consistently catch trout on the Delaware system. Everyone 

got to experience a “blizzard sulpher hatch” on Thursday 

evening at DreamCatcher. We are looking forward to 2025!! 

 

 

 

One Happy Camper. (Credit DJ Hucko) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Fly Fishing in Cape Cod Bay 
 

by Ed Meyer 

 

 

They came on the rising tide. 

The silver blue forms streaked upward. 

Each trying to beat their sibling. 

A wolf pack with one intent. 

Accelerating to the fly. 

The fastest felt the sting. 

Trying to escape. 

The leader stretched and held. 

And the fight was on. 

 

There is still very good striped bass fishing to be found in New England even if it is not as good as it was a 

decade ago. My recent trip to Truro, Cape Cod, Massachusetts turned out to be very successful adventure and 

we encountered a very robust population of fish and wildlife in Cape Cod Bay. 

 

After spawning in the rivers and estuaries up and down the East Coast, striped bass migrate north in late May 

and early June to distant parts of New Brunswick. Their range has continued to expand northward with climate 

change. If you plan your trip in early June you will have the opportunity to experience exceptional fishing 

during the migration. Most East Coast waters have populations of post spawn fish that take up residence 

especially when there is an abundance of bait. Some fish also want to travel and if you plan your excursion 



along migratory routes, your chances of catching large fish increases exponentially as you encounter waves of 

fish moving north. 

 

One place to catch the migration is in Cape Cod Bay. Fish move up the coast along Rhode Island and pass 

through the Cape Cod Canal entering the bay on their journey north. Cape Cod Bay is filled with bait that the 

fish feed on during their journey. There are huge schools of sand eels, mackerel, herring, and bunker in the bay. 

On this year’s trip, we encountered acres of large bass feeding on bunker on the surface. These were fat healthy 

fish with distended bellies that were enjoying the bounty of the bay. The bay is an oasis of wildlife. Minke, 

Right and Humpback whales frequent these waters. Cape Cod Bay was host to one of the largest feeding 

aggregations of endangered Right whales during this year’s winter and spring. Bluefin tuna are also there, both 

eight hundred pound giants and schools of smaller juveniles. During our trip we saw tuna harpoon boats 

working with airplanes looking for giant tuna lounging on the surface in the warming waters of summer. Twice 

during previous kayak fishing trips I have witnessed schools of juvenile tuna porpoising through different areas 

at high rates of speed. Mackerel are fast swimmers so it is possible they were chasing bait. I had no opportunity 

to intercept them with my kayak for a quick cast. No tuna were sighted on the surface during this trip. As has 

occurred in many fisheries, the striped bass population has declined during the last decade. Excessive 

harvesting, both recreational and commercial, as well as environmental degradation have been the major factors 

in their decline. The last abundant year class out of the Chesapeake Bay was about seven years ago. Those fish 

are larger than thirty two inches now and the fishing regulations have been crafted to protect that year class for 

future reproduction. The old catch limit of two fish, twenty- eight inches or greater was abolished and only one 

fish in the twenty-eight to thirty- one inch slot can be harvested. My family and friends love to eat striped bass 

and I usually harvest one fish. We usually start with some sushi, move on to ceviche, and finish with an old-

fashioned fish fry. 

 

 

 



 

There are many excellent salt water fishing guides who ply the Cape waters trying to connect clients with good 

sport. For many years on our annual trip, I have fished with Josh Zacharias, @outermostanglingcharters. Josh 

has a large network of guide friends and receives daily reports as to where the bite is on. This year he received 

information that large schools of fish were moving through the canal. Powered with two large Mercury 

outboards on his center console, we motored across the bay from Pamet Harbor in one hour. When we arrived, 

we pulled up on acres of bass feeding on the surface. On the first day I was with my son and his girlfriend and 

we threw large white surface plugs with spinning rods. As we walked the plugs back to the boat, large bass 

exploded on the surface, inhaling the lures. Most fish were in the thirty-six to forty-six inch size range. I hooked 

and lost one fish that we got a glimpse of that was easily fifty pounds. The action was epic. On the second day, I 

went on another trip with a good friend and hooked a twenty pounder on an 8-weight, I was barely able to land 

the fish. It 

dove twice, taking me deep into the backing. The twenty pound leader held. I forgot to bring my 10-weight. 

Lesson learned. I had the 8-weight with me for the Pamet estuary fishing for school striped bass that we enjoy 

each year. 

 

My wife reminds me regularly that there are many joys in life besides fly fishing and Cape Cod has a lot to offer 

for a family vacation. Shopping in Provincetown, excellent restaurants, and the National Seashore beaches, are 

all world class attractions. We owe a debt to John F. Kennedy, who had the foresight to protect the oceanside of 

Cape Cod from development. The Cape Cod National Seashore was established in 1961 and comprises forty 

contiguous miles of beaches, ponds, estuaries, and upland pine barrens. The beaches are wild and pristine. They 

are sparsely visited, and the only large groups of tourists you will encounter, are close to life guard stations on 

hot 

summer days. Between parking areas there are miles of untouched sand, pounding surf and wildlife. Great 

whites are now quite abundant in these waters, and they feast on the gray seals that frequent the beaches, often 

within plain sight of the sparsely clad tourists! So bathing during warm weather is clearly optional. Every year, 

we make sure we get a beach fire permit and we have a picnic watching the sun set at Race Point. This is one of 

the few places on the East Coast where you can watch the sun set over the ocean. If catching big stripers sounds 

like fun, give Josh a call. You’ll find me there again next year. 

 

 

 
 

 
 


