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Upcoming Events: 

 February 13.  Chapter meeting at 7 PM; 

Endwell Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., 

Endwell.  Roger Sannwald fly-tying demo!  

 March 12.  Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell 

Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell.  

 March 16.  Owego Creek Strategic Plan review 

workshop.  Campville Fire Station 3, Rte. 38 

Owego.  Noon-4pm.  See details below. 

 April 9 (tentative).  Chapter meeting at 7 PM; 

Endwell Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., 

Endwell. 

 April 27.  West Branch Delaware annual 

cleanup.  Details TBD. 

 June 15.  Chapter Summer Barbecue.  Bob 

Mead’s Delaware River Pavilion.  Details TBD. 

 

February Meeting Special Event!:   

New York licensed fishing guide and member 

Roger Sannwald will give a fly-tying demonstration 

at our next meeting.  Roger grew up fishing the 

Catskills and since retirement has honed is fly-tying 

skills. Come join us and watch Roger craft some 

beauties! 

 

  

Message from the President: 

 
 

Happy New Year! I’m looking forward to 2024 

being a year I do more fishing. I find the water 

yields solitude, even if only for a few hours. It’s the 

best stress reducer in the world. So where do you 

find solitude on good trout waters these days? Years 

ago when I worked for IBM I was on a schedule 

called the alternate work week. Mondays and 

Tuesdays were my weekend. Getting out during the 

week allowed me to get away from the shoulder to 

shoulder crowds during the early part of the season. 

Spring rainbows in the Finger Lakes tributaries the 

first few weeks but my target was and still is, the 

Brook Trout. To find solitude I think small. 

I have always searched out those magical places 

that no one else would even consider a trout to be. I 

remember about 50 years ago fishing a section of 

the Oriskany Creek with my dad, there was a small 

flow of water coming out of a drain pipe that went 

under the 2 lane hard road. I followed it a short 

distance and it widened along a wooded shaded 

stretch and eventually I came to a stone structure 

that most likely was part of a canal system many 

years ago. The water was maybe 6 feet wide at this 

point but it was deep! I got up close to hoping to 

make the only cast possible that would catch a fish 

without spooking it. The water was coming over the 

top of the stones, a small waterfall, maybe 10 feet 

tall. As I edged up to the stone I found a bar of soap 

tucked in on a ledge about shoulder height. 

Someone was using this paradise as a shower I 

guess. I opened the bail on my Garcia Mitchel 408 

spinning reel and drifted my bait, probably a 

minnow, from my Eagle Claw ultra-light spinning 

rod down through the current…..wham! I will never 

forget the brilliant color and the fight in that 

Brookie. I hope you all are able to fish more than 

you did last year and make a few memories! That’s 

my New Year’s resolution.      

John Swider      



Feature Story 
 

Fishing Destination - Junin de los Andes, Argentina.  A trip by member Ed Meyer 

 

 

In the book Argentine Trout Fishing, A Fly Fisherman’s Guide to Patagonia author William Leitch states, 

“within a half hour drive of Junin de los Andes, visitors can reach five different rivers, and a little further afield 

within a two to three hour drive flow three more. It is safe to say that within those several hundred miles of trout 

streams flourish several thousand tons of trout. This village is quite possibly the site of the densest concentration 

of exquisite trout habitat in the world.” Fisherman have compared Junin to Livingston, Ennis, and West 

Yellowstone. It was upon reading these passages that I decided to leave a very cold Northeast winter to enjoy 

two weeks of summer trout fishing in January. 

   I started my exploration of the this region on the internet looking at a number of all-inclusive fly fishing lodges 

close to Junin de los Andes. What I discovered was that most of these lodges charge $4-5000.00 a week 

excluding the airfare needed to get there. This was more money than I wanted to spend so I decided upon a self-

guided trip. While searching the internet it did not take long to find a rental car at the airport where I would be 

landing and on Airbnb I found a nice private cottage in the center of Junin. I have visited other Spanish speaking 

countries in the past but what I clearly needed to do to prepare for this trip was to refresh my Spanish language 

skills. I had recently heard an advertisement on N.P.R.for the Babble language program, so I downloaded the app 

and gave it a try. Language programs have really come a long way since my high school Spanish classes and 

after six weeks of interactive lessons I was able to once again communicate the basic information needed for 

daily interactions. 

   The Junin de los Andes area is one of the most beautiful parts of Southern Argentina. It sits on the northern end 

of the famous Seven Lakes Tour and is a destination for both Argentine and international tourists. Argentina is 

composed largely of people of Spanish and Italian descent.  Part of the population is mestizo having both 

indigenous and European heritage. In the Junin area there is a local population of indigenous Mapuche who still 

live a traditional lifestyle raising cattle, sheep and goats using horses as their main means of transportation. The 

Argentine people are predominately Catholic, family oriented and are warm and affectionate people. Men shake 

hands and kiss each other on the cheek when greeting one another. 

   Junin de los Andes lies on the eastern slope of the Andes Mountains. All of the rivers in the region flow from 

large pristine high altitude lakes that lie mostly within the Argentine National Park System. They then descend 

through increasingly arid rocky terrain onto a vast desert plain. The landscape is similar to eastern slopes of the 

Rocky Mountains in Montana. A major difference is that the local ranches do not draw off large amounts of 

water from the rivers to irrigate animal crops. This region has an incredible abundance of clean fresh water. With 



low population density and an appreciation for their natural resources the Argentines have been good stewards of 

their environment. 

 

(Seven Lakes, Argentina) 

   During the first week of my trip I explored and fished a number of rivers close to Junin. While hiking the upper 

Malleo, Chimehuin and Caleufu rivers I discovered that there were very few anglers. On most days I did not 

encounter anyone fishing and I had the best pools all to myself. In Argentina, stream access laws are similar to 

Montana, if you enter the stream from a bridge on a public road, you can hike and fish the stream corridor. 

Stream access was not a problem in most areas. In each of these rivers I caught trout in all size classes on 

streamers, dry flies and nymphs. The clarity of the water in this region is astounding, crystal clear with a distinct 

turquoise tint. Rounded cobble of both granite and volcanic origin make up the stream bed. In most areas there 

are a variety of different stream plants that provide a perfect habitat for snails, mayflies, caddis, and stoneflies. 

Pancora crabs, a type of crayfish endemic to the region, make weighted green and black wooly buggers a very 

productive fly pattern throughout Patagonia. 

   One point that is not emphasized in Argentine Trout Fishing is that a significant number of local population 

look to the rivers as a source for food. Close to population centers and in areas where the road was right next to 

the river the fishing was certainly not as good as in the more remote areas. If you are willing to drive further 

away from towns and do some hiking, the land area is so vast and so sparsely populated, good fly fishing 

abounds. Another aspect of this region that I did not fully appreciate is the predominance of willows on the 

banks of most of the rivers in Argentina. Willows are an invasive species in this region and they have thrived. 

Large stands of willows line the banks of most rivers making access difficult in the larger deeper rivers. These 

riparian zones are very beneficial for the trout; most of the day the fish sit in the shade under the branches that 

hang over the river. To catch fish on these rivers you need to be able to swing your wet flies under the willows or 

if you are using a dry fly, you need to drop your fly into the eddies and pockets directly behind the willows. 

   My favorite river on this trip was the Quillen River where I spent two nights at the Hosteria Quillen. A fly 

fishing only stream, it is about the size of the no kill section of the Beaverkill River. During my first morning on 

this river I quickly became frozen with anticipation, as I was surrounded by 12-16 inch rainbows that were 

jumping three feet out of the water trying to catch hovering dragonflies. These fish were not selective and 

attractor dry flies worked well. I caught the nicest fish of the trip on this river, a fat, four pound, 23 inch brown, 

that leisurely rose and sucked in a size 12 Isonychia parachute dry fly. In two days of fishing I caught dozens of 

fish, six of which were in the 18-24 inch size range. I encountered two other fly fisherman on this river and both 

were releasing each trout that they caught. After checking out of the hotel I took my first float trip on the larger 

Alumine River with a guide who was the son of the owner of the Hosteria Quillen. Throughout the course of the 

morning, in the back eddies of this river, 12-18 inch rainbows sipped midges and size 16 green inch worms. The 

inch worms eat the willow leaves and the trout key in on this insect. These fish were fussy requiring 5x tippet 

and drag free presentations. 



   If you really want to increase your chances for hooking more fish in this region you should definitely take a 

few float trips. Most of the rivers in this region pass through large private estancias (ranches). On this trip I took 

four float trips, two of which were 11 hour, 45 kilometer floats down the lower Chimehuin River. On my first 

trip down the Chimehuin, I fished mostly streamers trying to catch larger fish. I had modest success catching one 

22 inch brown and a few other 16-18 inch fish. On the second trip I fished with a different guide who 

encouraged me to fish dry flies. Over the course of 11 hours, I literally hooked and landed over 60 fish of   

varying sizes and lost approximately half that amount. It was an epic day of fishing that I will never forget. 

Throughout that day I fished two dry flies, an attractor with a smaller dry dropper. The best combination of flies 

was a purple rubber legged hopper with a size 16 traditional Adams dropper. I will certainly be trying this 

combination on future trips in the U.S. The name of the guide on this trip was Charly Trisciuzzi. Charly works as 

a ski instructor in the winter and has guided on the Rio Grande in Terra Del Fuego. He is the son of Carlos 

Trisciuzzi, who is one of the most famous guides in this region. Check out Charly’s Instagram account, 

Charly_Trisciuzzi. 

   My trip began on January 9th and ended on January 25th. This was mid-summer in Argentina and every day 

that I was there was dry and sunny with 16 hours of daylight. With each guide that I hired I inquired as to what is 

the best time to plan a fishing trip to this region if you want to catch large trout. The consistent answer to this 

question was plan your trip for spring (November and December) or in the fall (March and April). At both times 

of the year fish drop down from the lakes into the rivers to spawn. These fish are measured in kilos rather than 

inches. Four to eight kilo fish are common. Large black or green articulated streamers fished on a sinking tip 

work well at this time of year. If you really want to see what these fish look like, google the destination lodges in 

the region. http://www.estanciaarroyoverde.com. This area of Argentina is clearly one of the few remaining 

places where you can experience excellent fly fishing for trout without large crowds of fellow anglers. I will 

certainly be returning to Patagonia to fish for the spawning browns and rainbows. 

 

 

(A Mapuche horseman passes by) 

  



Owego Creek Strategic Plan Review: 
The New York State Council of TU will be hosting a 

public workshop on Saturday, March 16 Noon-4pm 

at the Campville Fire Station #3 on Rt. 38 north of 

the Village of Owego to present the draft 5-year 

strategic plan.  A primary goal of the workshop will 

be to gather local angler knowledge of critical 

spawning and summer habitats for protection and 

management.  The Eastern Brook Trout Joint 

Venture has identified Owego Creek as the largest 

and most intact brook trout watershed in western 

New York.  This TU plan focuses on protecting and 

improving the spawning and summer habitats to 

build resilience in the face of climate change.  Join 

us March 16 and help strengthen this important 

watershed! 
 

 
(DEC’s Ian Blackburn with an Owego Brown) 

  

 

Owego Creek Habitat Rehab:  It’s done!  Thanks 

to the funding and speedy admin work by DEC, we 

were able to complete the replacement of the two old 

failing pool diggers on the Owego Creek at West 

Creek Road with two new stone pool diggers.  The 

initial impetus for this project came from Tom Smith 

and Tioga Anglers who worked with Gian Dodici of 

the FWS Cortland office on the design. Mike Jura of 

Tioga SWCD provided the permitting and JB 

Excavating of Apalachin was able to finish up some 

TU projects in the Adirondacks and get to this site 

before the weather closed in.  Follow up visits to the 

sites a few days after completion revealed that trout 

were already there.  Mike Jura is also looking at 

doing some large stock tree and shrub plantings there 

later in the year.  Nice work everyone! 

 

 
(Owego Creek site #1) 

 
(Owego Creek site #2) 

 

 

Boyer Creek Improvement:  That one’s done too!  

Boyer Creek is an important brook trout spawning 

tributary of the West Branch of Owego Creek that 

enters at Speedsville.  A recent culvert replacement 

job there left a long downstream splash pad that was 

impassible for much of the year.  However, follow-

on work by the Town of Caroline installed grade 

control to remove that barrier and also added a rock 

vane pool digger downstream.  A badly eroding bank 

was also remediated. This project was funded by 

NYSDEC Water Quality Improvement Program with 

the goal of enhancing biological connectivity of the 

stream through culvert crossings. The Town of 

Caroline Highway Department and Tompkins 

County Highway Department contributed materials 

and labor to the project. Byler Excavating out of 

Harpursville, NY, was the contractor for completion 

of the project. TU has plant material for final 

revegetation efforts and we are considering a 

spring/summer group outing there to get them put in 

the ground. 

 

 

 



 
(Boyer Creek before) 

 
(Boyer Creek After) 

 

January Speaker and Pic:  At our January meeting, 

we were fortunate to have Scott Daskiewich of the 

New York Native Fish Coalition come and give a 

presentation on the status of heritage strain lake trout 

in the Adirondacks and how to catch them.  He 

included an interesting discussion on the history of 

stocking non-natives in the Adirondacks, including 

smallmouth bass, pike, yellow perch and bait fish 

and their effects on the native species.  He also 

included discussion of anticipated climate change 

effects.  Scott concluded with a review of fly fishing 

methods and the best patterns.  As an extra treat, he 

brought along some boxes of his lake trout streamers 

for up-close examination.  Thank you Scott!  

 

 
(Scott Daskiewich) 

 

 

DEC You Tube Site:  In case you weren’t aware, 

DEC has their own YouTube site.  One of the 

offerings there is a neat little video called 

“Preserving New York’s Brook Trout” that shows 

how they use trap nets at Windfall Pond to catch the 

trout for egg collection and fry production. The link 

to that video is: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=59cWlEMImik.  

Check it out. 

 

Lake Ontario 2023 Creel Survey Results Are In: 

The Lake Ontario creel survey recently wrapped up 

another season, and preliminary results indicate: 

 Excellent Chinook salmon fishing in 2023. 

Angler catch rates for Chinook were the second 

highest in the 37-year survey and 40% above the 

10-year average. 

 Higher catches of Atlantic salmon across all 

areas. Although still relatively rare, catches of 

this native species are on the rise with catch rates 

82% above the 10-year average in 2023. 

 Decent brown trout fishing. Lake-wide seasonal 

catch rates placed 8% above the 10-year average. 

More details can be found in the survey’s monthly 

reports posted on the Lake Ontario Fisheries 

Management and Research page, and the full survey 

report will be available in early 2024. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59cWlEMImik
https://canandaigualaketu.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d229f501d42859632a4c9759e&id=4f09d44fbe&e=f53ef9345f
https://canandaigualaketu.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d229f501d42859632a4c9759e&id=4f09d44fbe&e=f53ef9345f


Meanwhile, on the Delaware:  Member Ed Meyer 

shares these pictures of a couple local fish that came 

to say hi last summer (Thanks Ed).  

 

 
 

 

     Officer Contacts: 

President - John Swider (jtswider@hotmail.com) 

Secretary - vacant 

Treasurer - Tom Miller 

(woolybugger.miller5@gmail.com) 

Web Manager - Michelle Miller 

(michelle@designingvalue.com) 

Board Member - Bob Mead 

(ramead@gmail.com) 

Board Member - Frank Andros 

(frank.andros41@gmail.com) 

Board Member - Dave Nugent 

(dnugent1@stny.rr.com) 

Board Member - Bernie Bliznik 

(bbliznik@gmail.com) 

Newsletter Editor - Allen Peterson 

(petersonowego@aol.com) 

NY/CT TU Coordinator - Tracy Brown 

(tracy.brown@tu.org) 

NYS Council Chairman - Cal Curtice 

(curticec@gmail.com) 
 

Web Links 

Al Hazzard Chapter Website: 

https://alhazzardtu.org 

Al Hazzard Facebook:   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/alhazzardtrou

tunlimited 

NYS Council Website:  

https://newyorkcouncil-tu.org 

NYS Council Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/newyorktu 

TU Events Calendar: 

https://tu.myeventscenter.com/browseByState/N

Y/1  
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