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Upcoming Events: 

 September 12.  Chapter meeting at 7 PM.; 

Endwell Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., 

Endwell.   

 October 10.  Chapter meeting at 7 PM; Endwell 

Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., Endwell.   

 November 14.  Chapter meeting at 7 PM; 

Endwell Fire Station, 3508 Country Club Rd., 

Endwell.  

  
Editor Notes:   

Happy summer everyone. I hope you enjoy this 

newsletter and you’re catching many fish! As we get 

back to normal Chapter activities, your board 

members are working to create an agenda of 

activities that appeal to you. To do that, we need to 

hear from you. Soon we will be sending out a brief 

survey asking you to answer some questions 

regarding what types of activities you would like to 

see. It will be short, simple and focused entirely on 

our Chapter. Please begin to think about this and 

keep an eye out for the survey. Thanks very much, 

Allen Peterson.    

 

 

Message from the President:  

 

 
Greetings!  

I hope you are all having a good summer. When we 

start back up in the Fall with our monthly general 

meetings. There are openings available on several 

committees that the Chapter could use some help 

with. The Chapter is looking for a few more 

members eager and willing to help with Chapter 

committees, projects and events. There is a vacant 

officer position open as well. If you are interested, 

please let me know. You can contact me directly 

at  JTSwider@hotmail.com. 

We are also looking for suggestions for guest 

speakers for upcoming meetings. We have someone 

from the NYSDEC planned to speak at a future 

meeting. Other ideas include a membership swap 

meet where members can bring in gear, books or 

materials you may no longer use or need to sell or 

trade. So if you know anyone who you think would 

be a good speaker, please let us know. 

As we enter the summer months I would like to pay 

special tribute to the Life Members of Al Hazzard 

Trout Unlimited (one of which is no longer with us). 

Of our current 179 members, 14% are life 

members which shows huge commitment to our 

cold water resource! Thank you! 

 

Al Hazzard Chapter Life Members: 

Christopher Bloomer  Lawrence Bullwinkel 

Timothy Comfort  J. Cunningham 

John Dubay  John Gartman 

Stephen Karaim  Leonard Karas 

Walt Mercincavage  Evan Mills  

Anthony Palombaro  Gary Romancic 

Jeff Tiderencel  Dave Van Winkle 

 Jeff Bump  Michael Clifford  

Albert Dekin  Eugene Drobny  

Stan Gross  Tim Howland  

Kenneth Kuracina  Robert Mead Family  

Richard Naro  John O'Rourke  

Rick Scarlet  Steve & Jenn Sugarman  

 

Highlights from New York Trout Unlimited Staff 

(Jesse Vadala):  Momentum is building for TU’s 

restoration team in New York 

 

Trout Unlimited’s Northeast Coldwater Habitat team 

has designed and implemented an impressive catalog 

of strategic improvement projects across the state of 

New York, while actively gaining new information 

to prioritize future initiatives. Within watersheds of 

all sizes, we continue to find unique challenges that 

require intentional approaches for climate resilient 

preservation strategies. From the shores of the Great 

Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean and high above in the 

Adirondacks coursing through the tiniest trickles of 

Catskill Mountains streams, our work to preserve 

this natural landscape holds promise for the future of 

wild spaces.  Data collection, stream bank 

stabilization, and natural habitat improvement 

mailto:JTSwider@hotmail.com


projects remain key focal points for Trout Unlimited 

staff and our trusted partners in New York as we 

expand our efforts within the Delaware Watershed.   

In 2022, multiple projects on tributaries to the West 

and East Branch of the Delaware were completed, 

and more restoration work is scheduled for those 

watersheds this year. Trout Unlimited and our 

partners at Friends of the Upper Delaware 

River have committed to the improvement of both 

Oquaga and Laurel Creek, important tributaries of 

the West Branch of the Delaware in the Village 

of Deposit, NY.   

In 2022, TU completed restoration work along 

almost 1,000 feet of Oquaga Creek, using logs and 

soil lifts.  Funded by the Delaware River 

Conservation Fund, the work was constructed by JB 

Excavation.  Support for the project, including 

planting work, was also provided by local volunteers 

and the SUNY Cobleskill 5 Rivers Program. 

“Before and After” photos of Oquaga Creek:  

Before: 

 

After: 

 

 
 

Working with local landowners to improve habitat 

for fish is also a goal of Friends of the Upper 

Delaware River. “This year we collaborated with 

several private landowners,” said Molly Oliver, 

policy director at FUDR. “These landowners reach 

out to us because they are concerned about losing 

property. We work closely with Trout Unlimited to 

help secure funding to protect private property while 

at the same time improving conditions for trout and 

other aquatic species.”   

Working on private property is critical because it 

helps improve the health of full watersheds.  

Delaware River Conservation Funds administered by 

National Fish and Wildlife Service were secured for 

the Laurel Creek project. Additional work in 2023 on 

Laurel Creek will reconnect another mile of high-

quality habitat for trout.  

 “After” photo of Laurel Creek: 

 

Benefits beyond trout abound  

Looking north from the Delaware to a territory once 

occupied by the Oneida and Mohawk, we find 

Oriskany Creek and its cast of small tributaries.  Big 

Creek, located in the Village of Waterville, is an 

example of a tributary that was significantly 

impacted by a string of recent storms. TU’s work on 

Big Creek is supported and co-designed by Gian 

Dodici of the USF&WS and made possible by 

the US Fish & Wildlife Service Partners for Wildlife 

Program along with the Village of Waterville. The 

completed design included a dynamic balance of 

structural alignment and natural wood installations 

that will deflect powerful flows and large sediment 

from further degradation along a rapidly eroding 

streambank.   

This project was another example of the team 

working closely with private landowners to achieve 

multiple benefits.   

http://fudr.org/
http://fudr.org/
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/delaware-river-program
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/delaware-river-program
https://www.fudr.org/
https://www.fudr.org/
https://www.fws.gov/program/partners-fish-and-wildlife/contact-us
https://www.fws.gov/program/partners-fish-and-wildlife/contact-us
https://villagewaterville.digitaltowpath.org:10791/content


“The Big Creek Restoration Project is the beginning 

of a multi-year plan to restore this stream that was 

ravaged by past flood events,” said Jamie Bechy, 

Waterville Village highway supervisor. “Together 

with TU and the Fish and Wildlife Service, the 

Village of Waterville has been able to secure funding 

to continue this effort.”  

TU received a grant through the Mohawk River 

Watershed Program, and the village secured 

additional funds through the state and county to 

complete this important work.  

“Before and After” photos of Big Creek:  

Before: 

 

 

After: 

 
 

Big Creek is a tributary to Oriskany Creek in 

Waterville, New York. Restoration was done by Peck 

Construction, with direction from TU, USFWS, and 

the Village of Waterville.    

Orvis helps TU and wild trout  

Since the program’s formal launch early in 2020, 

Trout Unlimited’s Battenkill Home Rivers 

Initiative has modeled a highly efficient program for 

restoration and habitat improvement work on 

this iconic trout stream and its tributaries from the 

headwaters in Dorset, Vt., down through Washington 

County in New York.   

These efforts, led by TU’s Jacob Fetterman, have 

yielded strong results as he and his crew have 

surveyed a promising number of returning wild trout 

in key spawning tributaries of the Battenkill. With 

tremendous support from our good friends at Orvis, 

we have continued to expand these efforts and 

welcome the local community to join in on the fun.   

With the 2023 field season in swing, Trout 

Unlimited is already back at work with the next 

phase of restoration projects throughout trout 

country in the Empire State. The work will continue 

to benefit the trout and other stream residents, local 

communities and their appreciative residents.  

 

NY Council June Annual Membership meeting 
(From Allen Peterson):   

 

The State Council held its summer general meeting 

for all TU members on Saturday, June 24 at the 

Hampton Inn Albany.  This was a great opportunity 

to meet with TU members from around the State, 

share stories and good times, discuss interesting 

projects and learn from a great agenda of speakers.  

Larry Charette stepped down after several years of 

leadership (Thank you Larry!) and was replaced by 

Cal Curtice of the Seth Green Chapter.   

 

Our keynote speaker was Steve Hurst, NYSDEC 

Fisheries Bureau Chief who updated us on several 

key trout projects: 

 

Brown Trout Refresh:  The DEC Brown Trout 

Refresh program to improve the viability of their 

hatchery brown trout is underway.  Post stocking 

surveys indicated low survival of stocked fish after 

many generations of domesticity.  Now wild male 

brown trout milt is used to fertilize the eggs of the 

hatchery females.  Initial results from the pilot 

program suggest increased survivability of the wild 

cross strain.  If the pilot project is successful, full 

conversion of the Rome hatchery to wild cross fish 

will be completed in 2025.  A complete description 

of this program can be found at the NYSDEC 

website on the “Trout Stream Management Plan”. 

 

Stream Access Verification:  Review of the DEC 

GIS layer for stream access indicated that 63% of the 

New York stocked streambank miles have no 

verification that fisherman access is allowed.  The 

https://www.tu.org/project/battenkill-home-rivers-initiative/
https://www.tu.org/project/battenkill-home-rivers-initiative/
http://orvis.com/


Bureau has started a Stream Access Verification 

program to either verify access or terminate stocking 

where fishing is prohibited.  Where access is 

verified, the Department plans on placing “Fishing 

Permitted” signs.  This program is presently in a 

pilot phase and has resulted in the termination of 

stocking in some reaches. 

 

Adirondack Brook Trout Management Plan:  This 

plan has not been updated since it was written in 

1979.  Revisions are now underway with a focus on 

“lessons learned”.  The draft revision will be 

released for comment this Fall.  Paul Miller of our 

State Council represents us on this project review 

group. 

 

We were also introduced to our New York TU paid 

staff, who all spoke on their work.  They are a very 

impressive group of dedicated young professionals 

and we are very fortunate to have them.  Two 

highlights of note are: 

 With thanks to Cornell for funding, a trout 

stream culvert survey will begin in central and 

western New York to identify critical barriers to 

salmonid movement. 

 The NY TU thermal imaging drone for the 

identification of coldwater inputs and refugia 

continues its work.  It is capable of surveying 3-6 

miles of stream per day and is an important (and 

impressive!) new tool for trout conservation. 

 

Diversity Update from Sarah Baker  

Dear Chapter,  

My name is Sarah Baker, I am the new Vice 

President of Diversity for NYS Council of TU. I am 

from Brewster NY and a member of the Mid-Hudson 

chapter in Region 3. I have been fly-fishing since 

2003 and always wondered if there were other 

women who enjoyed this sport. To be given this 

opportunity to represent the women of NYS Trout 

Unlimited, I am truly honored. My predecessors 

Lindsay Agness and Adeena Brown have offered to 

help me while I step into this new role. 

In the first 6 months I would like to start a Diversity 

committee with representation from the 9 regions. 

This committee will meet on a monthly bases. We 

will form an education plan, Recruitment plan, and a 

retention plan. The goal is to create a model of 

Diversity that other TU states can use.  If you would 

like to represent your region please contact me.  

My goal for all NYS TU chapters is to have record 

numbers of women join in the next year. I believe we 

can achieve this by having all chapters host a 

women’s event in the spring and fall. We will create 

a welcoming environment that allows growth both 

on and off the water. 

Sept 8th to 10th we are planning a women’s meet 

and greet on the West Branch of the Delaware River 

in Deposit NY, further detail to follow. I would like 

to plan regional events in the future to meet all the 

TU ladies. If your chapter knows of great location 

with lodging and fishing access nearby please reach 

out.   

~ Sarah Baker 

Vice President of Diversity 

NYS council of Trout Unlimited 

 

 

Owego Creek Project and Plan Update (Allen 

Peterson): 

At the request of Tracy Brown (TU’s NY/CT 

Restoration Coordinator) I have drafted a TU 

Strategic Plan for Owego Creek and submitted it to 

her for review.  As the largest and most intact brook 

trout habitat in NY west of the Catskills, it provides 

a significant opportunity as a trout stronghold during 

times of climate change.  Although the Plan is not 

yet approved and finalized, some of its key strategies 

may include: 

 

 Assessment: Conduct field surveys to identify 

key coldwater inputs and spawning reaches for 

protection and management. 

 Reconnection: Identify impassible barriers to fish 

passage and begin projects to mitigate or remove 

them. 

 Habitat Improvement: Continue to work with 

multiple partners to conduct bank stabilization 

and habitat improvement projects. 

 Outreach:  Form a user group of local trout 

fishers and volunteers to help carry out the plan 

activities, provide assessment data to the plan 

and guide future decision-making. 

We expect to finalize the plan later this year and 

present it to the membership. 

 

Summer Youth Camp (Bob Mead): 

Another TU Summer Youth Camp is in the books!  

Sixteen campers from around New York spent June 

25-30 at the Big Valley Lodge near Hale Eddy.  Our 

campers learned about trout ecology and 

conservation, fly fishing and fly tying and 

entomology.  The electrofishing on Sherman Creek 

was a big hit as were the evenings on the Delaware.  

During free time there was the pond behind the lodge 

for our campers to practice their casting and landing 

skills.  Many thanks to Bob Mead, Lindsay Agness, 



the Walchkos and all our counselors and mentors for 

making this week a great success!  

 

 
The Summer 2023 TU Youth Camp Crew 

 

 
One of our campers with a nice 

 Brookie from the camp pond. 

 

Willow Planting at Deposit:  This Spring, several 

members of our chapter teamed up with the with  

Chenango Valley Chapter and planted 300 willow 

saplings along the Oquaga Creek at the Public 

Fishing Access lot near Deposit.  Many thanks to 

those who came out and helped! 

 

 
Sam Scafidi and other members of the Chenango 

Valley Chapter at work on the Oquaga 

 

SWCD Project at Park Settlement 

Our friends at the Tioga County Soil & Water 

Conservation District continue their good work 

along the lower reaches of the Owego Creek in the 

Town of Owego.  This Spring they completed the 

upgrading and extension of the toe-wood and stone 

bank stabilization project along Park Settlement 

Road.  The site was visited shortly after completion 

by the project sponsors and several adult trout were 

seen holding along the deeper water. A picture of the 

completed work is below.  Another similar project is 

scheduled for this summer directly downstream at 

the eroding bank visible in the far background. 

 

        

The 2023 Tioga SWCD Project 

 on Park Settlement Rd. on Owego Creek 

 

 

 



Member Pics 

 

Every little bit helps!  Special thanks to Tom Smith 

of Tioga Anglers who sent in this picture of a wild 

brook trout he found stranded in an isolated pool 

during our historic dry May in Griggs Gulf State 

Forest.  Tom moved it back into the main channel of 

the East Branch of Owego Creek. 

 

 
 

 

Meanwhile, this 24” Brown downstream didn’t seem 

bothered by the weather at all.  He’s still out there.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Officer Contacts 

President - John Swider (jtswider@hotmail.com) 

Secretary - vacant 

Treasurer - Tom Miller 

(woolybugger.miller5@gmail.com) 

Web Manager - Michelle Miller 

(michelle@designingvalue.com) 

Board Member - Bob Mead (ramead@gmail.com) 

Board Member - Frank Andros 

(frank.andros41@gmail.com) 

Board Member - Dave Nugent 

(dnugent1@stny.rr.com) 

Board Member - Bernie Bliznik 

(bbliznik@gmail.com) 

Newsletter Editor - Allen Peterson 

(petersonowego@aol.com) 

NY/CT TU Coordinator - Tracy Brown 

(tracy.brown@tu.org) 

NYS Council Chairman - Cal Curtice 

(curticec@gmail.com) 

 

Web Links 

Al Hazzard Chapter Website: https://alhazzardtu.org 

Al Hazzard Facebook:   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/alhazzardtroutunli

mited 

NYS Council Website:  

https://newyorkcouncil-tu.org 

NYS Council Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/newyorktu 

TU Events Calendar: 

https://tu.myeventscenter.com/browseByState/NY/1  
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